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“Carrying Out the Mission” 

 
Idea:  Turn everyday conversations into gospel conversations. 
 
Intro:  The music this morning has been sweet and refreshing.  Do you ever wonder why the church sings when 
we gather together?  Why do we make it part of our normal church service experience?  Think about it.  Singing 
together is not something that is incorporated into most other venues and events.  We don’t sing at lectures, 
political speeches, or sporting events.  But we sing in the church. 
 
Sidney Lanier has said, “Music is love in search of a word.”  We sing when we gather together because we have 
a common love…Jesus.  The inhabitants of heaven sing and worship the Lord (Neh 9:6).  It is one of the ways 
they express their love and adoration for Him.  This is true of us too.  Charles Landon has rightly said, “Music 
is God’s gift to man.  It is the only art of heaven given to earth and the only art of earth we take to heaven.”  
The church sings because we love Jesus, and we sing because music is the beautiful gift of expression God has 
given to us. 
 
I love music, and I love to sing.  This past week I started listening to the music of an up and coming Christian 
band called Cochren & Co.  I want you to hear the lyrics from their song entitled “Grave.” 

 
If it wasn't for the breaking, I would never know the mend. 
I wouldn't know the sweetness of freedom, if I didn't know my sin. 
If there hadn't been forgiveness, that covered all my shame 
Oh I'd still be a debtor, if He didn't take my place. 
 
If there hadn't been a grave, if there hadn't been a cross 
My heart would still be buried, and my soul would still be lost 
If there hadn't been a Savior, who died to make a way 
I'd still be a dead man, if there hadn't been a grave. 

 
This powerful song magnifies the sweetness and grace of the gospel.  It reminds the singer of how good God 
has been to sinners.  It makes you want to worship the Lord.  It leads me then to wonder how anyone could not 
want to worship the Lord.  But then I am reminded that music is love in search of a word.  You see, we want to 
worship and praise Jesus because He has changed our lives.  This is not true of every other person.  God is 
worthy of all worship.  He deserves the worship of every person.  Men, women, boys, and girls will not worship 
and praise the Lord until their lives have been changed by Him.  It is here that we understand the primacy of 
evangelism and missions in the life of the Christ-follower.  God sends you and me out to declare the gospel and 
point lost sinners to Jesus so that He might be glorified.  The end of missions is worship. 
 
God sends us out as His missionaries.  When a sinner is saved he or she has a new song to sing and mission to 
fulfill.  Gospel proclamation or evangelism is the privilege and responsibility of every Christian.  It is “not a 
professional job for a few trained men, but is instead the unrelenting responsibility of every person who 
belongs, even in the most modest way, to the company of Jesus” (Elton Trueblood).  In case you don’t believe 
me, let’s hear from God’s Word. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-17. 
 
Inquiry:  Paul rejoiced that the gospel had changed peoples’ lives in every place it was declared.  Back in verse 
12 he pointed out that his purpose for going to Troas was to preach the gospel.  In verse 14, however, Paul 
changes his pronoun usage from singular to plural.  He wanted the Corinthians to understand that evangelism 



was not the responsibility of the “hired guns” (Paul, Silas, Apollos, and Titus), but instead it is the responsibility 
and privilege of every believer.  We are all on mission for Christ.  Today, I want to talk to you about carrying 
out the mission.  There are two things from this passage I want you to see.  And then I want to share two ways 
to practically carrying them out. 
 
Carrying out the mission will require you to: 
 
1.  Live a life that reflects Christ. 
 

Verses 15 and 16 are reminders that the way we live our lives matter.  People are watching how you live.  
You may be the only Bible someone ever reads.  They are watching, observing, and to use the language of 
Paul smelling the scent of your life.   
 
The sense of smell is a powerful and wonderful thing.  There is nothing like the smell of freshly baked bread 
or grandma’s pie.  The aroma of hickory smoke and barbeque is amazing!  Can I get a witness?  At the same 
time, the scent of skunk, trash, or roadkill is repugnant.  One draws you in and the other drives you away.  
Paul says this is what our Christian lives do.  Some people smell the scent of your Christian life and are 
drawn closer.  Others smell it and are repelled.  The response of others is not your concern.  Your 
responsibility is to allow your life to reflect Christ.  Some will be drawn to Him, but others will repel Him.  
We carry out the mission by living lives that reflect Christ, but that is not all. 

 
2.  Speak words that point to Christ. 

 
Paul added to the believer’s scent the responsibility of speaking the gospel to lost sinners.  The reflection of 
Christ in how you live is paramount.  However, if there is no proclamation of the gospel it will not be 
completely reflected in our lives.  People may see that you live differently than them.  They may even 
admire you, but without the voicing of the gospel they cannot know what makes the difference.  We must 
speak words that point to Christ. 
How do we do this?  There are two things we are to do: pray and share. 
 
Prayer should encompass every area of our lives.  It is God who draws people to His Son, so we begin by 
asking God the Spirit to open and prepare their hearts for the gospel.  We should have a strategic plan for 
praying for people in our circles of influence. 
 
Back in January we were introduced to an incredible tool that helps us both pray and share the gospel with 
our neighbors.  It is called Bless Every Home.  This is a service that shows who lives in your neighborhood 
and sends you and email each day with five homes to pray for.  Several of you have signed up, but many of 
you have not.  You can go to redlanebaptist.org and click on the Bless Every Home banner to register.  
Make sure to connect your account to Red Lane in the settings. 
 
We pray for lost people, but we must also share the gospel with lost people.  Two years ago we spent three 
Sundays learning how to share the gospel using 3 circles.  I believe it is important to be able to articulate the 
gospel, and 3 Circles is a simple way to do that.  It is a conversational and relational method of sharing the 
gospel.  You can easily use this method by drawing three circles on a napkin over a cup of coffee.   
 
God’s Design:  Mankind is the pinnacle of God’s creation, and we were made for relationship with Him 
and each other.  God perfectly designed each of us.  His design is for us to “walk and talk” with Him just 
like Adam and Eve once did.  However, Adam and Eve departed from God’s design.  They wanted to do it 
their way instead of God’s way.  The Bible calls this sin and tells us that we have all sinned and fall short of 
God’s perfect design.  Adam and Eve’s sin and rebellion created brokenness in their lives.  Sin always leads 
to brokenness.   
 



Brokenness:  We all know how brokenness feels.  It feels like broken relationships, addiction, depression, 
discouragement, fear, guilt, and shame.  We all want out of brokenness, so we try to fix it (squiggly lines out 
of brokenness).  We medicate it with drugs or numb it with alcohol. We strive to be better people, hoping 
that somehow, someway, our good will outweigh our bad.  We look for ways to alleviate our pain.  When 
we do that, we just get more and more broken.  This feels like a bad thing, but in many ways brokenness is a 
good thing because it’s the way God gets our attention.  When we feel broken on the inside and everything’s 
all messed up, we know something needs to change.  This is where we get some really good news.  The 
good news is that God made a way out of our brokenness. 

 
The term the Bible uses when talking about this good news is the word gospel.   
 
Gospel:  God made a way out of our brokenness.  When Adam rebelled against God and His Word, his 
relationship with God was severed.  The intimacy Adam once enjoyed ceased as he and Eve hid in the 
bushes.  On that day the two of them died spiritually.  But God…He made a way where there was no way.  
In Genesis 3:14 God curses the serpent for his participation in the fall of Adam.  In God’s declaration to the 
serpent, He promised that a man would “bruise” the enemy’s head (Gen 3:15). 

 
This statement is the first of many prophecies to be fulfilled by Jesus Christ.  He was the offspring who 
would crush the enemy even as the enemy is bruising His heel. 

 
The gospel story in Adam and Eve’s lives did not end there.  In Genesis 3:21 God took what I believe were 
lambs and slaughtered them.  He made garments for the man and woman from the hide of the animals.  This 
is the protoevangelium or “first gospel.”  This act foreshadowed the sacrificial system instituted by Moses 
and ultimately foreshadowed the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 
Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sins. – Heb 9:22 

 
God made a way out of our brokenness by shedding His own blood for us.   Why?  God did this because He 
loves us (John 3:16).  The Bible teaches that in love God sent His one and only Son to shed His blood and 
cover sin once and for all (Heb 10:10-14). 

 
The gospel message is simple: Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and God the Father raised Him from the 
dead (1 Cor 15:1-4).  He experienced a death He did not deserve to pay a debt we owed. 

 
The Bible says in Romans 6:23 that the payment for our sin is death.  It is both a physical and a spiritual 
death.  The good news is that Jesus died in our place (Rom 5:8).  He offered Himself up as a perfect and 
holy sacrifice on the cross.  It was there that the sins of every person were placed on Jesus, and the Father 
exhausted His holy wrath against the Son as He bore our sin (1 Pet 2:24).  Jesus died physically.  He also 
experienced in that moment the Father forsaking Him.  Jesus’ body was placed in a tomb.  For three days 
Jesus was dead, but on the third day He rose.  The Father resurrected the Son to die no more.  The 
resurrection finalized the work on the cross.  Jesus’ death on the cross paid the penalty for our sin.  Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead overcame the curse of death brought on by sin. 

 
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  

– 1 Cor 15:21-22 
 

This is the gospel…the good news.  And it is the gospel alone that saves us from our sins (Rom 1:16).  How 
does this happen? 

 
We must repent and believe the gospel. 



15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."  
– Mark 1:15 

 
Repent means to change direction.  It means that we turn from our sin and self and turn to Jesus.  We 
recognize the destruction that sin has caused, so we choose to forsake it and receive the free gift of grace 
offered to us by Jesus.  In doing so we believe the gospel that Jesus died, was buried, and rose from the dead 
in order to purchase our redemption. 

 
Most people have a difficult time believing that Jesus would do all that for them.  They have a hard time 
grasping that kind of love.  They rather think that Jesus is out to condemn them.  The truth is Jesus doesn’t 
want to condemn anyone (2 Pet 3:9).  He doesn’t have to do that because your sin already has.  In our sin we 
are condemned already (Gen 3; John 3:17-21).  Jesus went to the cross because He loves us and desires to 
know us.  He went to the cross not to condemn but to redeem.  All we have to do to receive His free gift of 
salvation is repent of our sin and believe the gospel. 

 
When we repent and believe, we come into relationship with God.   

 
God helps us recover and pursue His design for our lives.  When we come into relationship with Jesus our 
hearts are changed.  He removes our heart of stone and gives us a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26).  We now 
have a spiritual sensitivity that we didn’t have before because Jesus indwells and empowers us.  Jesus 
restores us to the way we were supposed to be.  He reconciles and repairs our brokenness (2 Cor 5:17-21).  
He makes us new. 

 
Then, as a new man or woman in Christ, we become God’s ambassadors to a broken world. 
 

Conclusion:  God desires for every resident in our neighborhoods, county, state, and nation to have repeated 
opportunities to hear and respond to the gospel.  We want to see them saved by Jesus.  That’s why it is 
important to have a conversational way to share the gospel.  We want our everyday conversations to be turned 
into gospel conversations. 
 
It begins with prayer, praying for the far from God people in our lives.  And as we pray their hearts will be 
softened.  Likewise, our spiritual sensitivity and desire to share the gospel will increase.  Then we share the 
gospel with those who are far from God.  And finally, we train the ones who put their faith in Jesus to share the 
gospel and disciple others. 
 
This is the mission of every Christian and the mission of every church.  Let’s get it done. 
 
Have you noticed that I conclude every message recently with the three circles?  I talk about God’s design, 
brokenness, and the gospel (good news, bad news, and best news).  I do this as a way to teach and reinforce 
your understanding of and ability to share the gospel with others.  I also do this because I want to make sure 
every person has an opportunity to respond to Jesus.  It is important that you know you are not an accident.  
God perfectly designed you for a relationship with Him.  He loves you and wants to know you.  Sin, however, 
has broken your ability to know God.  Sin has broken every area of your life.  It separates you from God and the 
perfect design He has for your life.  But there is good news.  God has made a way for your brokenness to be 
fixed.  Jesus has paid the penalty for your sin and offers forgiveness to you today.  If you will turn from your sin 
and put your faith in Him, you can know God and begin to pursue God’s design for your life.  This is the good 
news, bad news, and best news. 


