
                           Sunday, March 26, 2017 
 

“How Shall We Respond?” 
 

Idea:  The calling of God always brings believers to the place 
where a decision whether or not to follow must be made. 
 
Intro:  Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off 
restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law. – Prov 29:18 
 
Where there is no word from God…where there is no prophetic 
communication from God to a group of people it is 
understandable how they can and will cast off restraint and 
become sinfully destructive.  What is not understandable, 
though, is when there is no doubt that God has spoken, given 
clear instructions, and a sense of calling how people can 
dismiss it so easily. 
 
Inquiry:  Unfortunately, even when there is a clear vision, 
there will always be some who choose to dispel it for 
something they think to be easier, better, and more convenient.  
We see this happen often throughout the history of Israel.  The 
most outrageous depictions of this are found in the exodus and 
the wonderings in the wilderness.  After leaving Egypt 
devastated by the ten plagues, Israel found itself on the banks 
of the Red Sea.  God had hardened Pharaoh’s heart again, and 
he and his army came marching on the people of God.  Israel’s 
immediate response to Moses was fear (Ex 14:10). 
 
11 They said to Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not 
this what we said to you in Egypt: 'Leave us alone that we may 
serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to 
serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."  

– Ex 14:11-12 



This is an amazing conversation that the people are having with 
Moses.  You see they failed to remember that for the 400 years 
they were in bondage in Egypt, they cried out to God for 
deliverance.  Moses was the answer to their prayers.  Yet in a 
moment of crisis, they failed to remember the vision.  They 
failed to remember what God had said to them.  They failed to 
remember what God had done before their eyes in Egypt.   
 
There disbelief continued.  Three days after watching Pharaoh 
and his army drown in the Red Sea, Israel again disbelieved 
God because there was no water to drink (Ex 15:24).  Not long 
after that they complained about having no food to eat. 
 
2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3 and the people of 
Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate 
bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."  

– Ex 16:2-3 
 
Then after the men, which Moses had sent to spy out the 
Promised Land, came back and reported that the land was 
indeed all that God said it was, they also told the people there 
was no way they could defeat the peoples who inhabited the 
land.  Israel again grumbled against Moses. 
 
2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, "Would that we 
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in 
this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to 
fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a 
prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And 
they said to one another, "Let us choose a leader and go back 
to Egypt." – Num 14:2-4 
 
 
 



Time and time again the Israelites chose to not believe God in 
the face of undeniable miracles.  They even went so far as to 
declare that they wanted to go back to Egypt rather than travel 
through the wilderness (Num 14:3). 
 
Why would a free people ever want to go back into bondage?  
How can a group of people who had seen God do such 
extraordinary and miraculous things not believe that He could 
and would sustain them in the wilderness?  What would cause 
this people who had seen the mightiest army on the face of the 
earth defeated in the Red Sea to not believe that God could and 
would defeat the peoples living in the Promised Land?  
 
Let me share with you three things that we find working in 
these accounts. 
 

1) Fear of the unknown 
The people had forgotten the vision God had given 
them.  Moses had told them numerous times what God 
said concerning their future.   
 
4 Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out. 5 And 
when the Lord brings you into the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, which he swore to your fathers to give 
you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you shall keep 
this service in this month. – Ex 13:4-5 
 
Rather than staking their lives on what God had said 
would happen, they feared what could happen.  Their 
speculation led to fear, but they never stopped to 
consider what God had declared.  Their minds ran 
through the never-ending list of negative possibilities 
without ever resting in the one guarantee.  God had 
declared that He would bring them into the land of 
plenty.  He declared that He would make them 
victorious over the peoples of the land.  There was only 
one unknown factor in this equation, and that was 
whether or not Israel would believe God. 



Fear of the unknown is always a danger to us.  Some of 
you heard the words I shared last Sunday about the 
future direction of Red Lane and it scared you to death.  
You are scared of the unknown…scared of what might 
happen.  Some of you are scared to lose control.  I want 
you to know that if God has given us His vision, then 
there is only one unknown factor in the equation, and 
that is whether or not we will believe God. 

 
Fear of the unknown causes us to forget and neglect the 
vision God has given us.  Fear leads to… 

 
2) Disbelief in God’s provision  

Israel’s fear of the unknown led to their doubt in God’s 
provision.   
 
God had said, “I am bringing you into a land flowing 
with milk and honey.”  He had promised to bring them 
into a place of life and abundance.  Israel interpreted 
God’s words as being “I am bringing you into a land 
whereby you shall fall by the sword and become prey” 
(Num 14:3). 
 
Their fear created a disbelief in God’s provision.  We 
do the same thing today in the church.  Jesus said, “I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).  Do you believe that 
God is building His church today?  Do you believe that 
hell itself has no power over this church?  We have 
everything at our disposal to fulfill the Great 
Commission…the vision.  Do you not think that God 
will fully supply our efforts to bring glory to His name 
as we fulfill the mission? 
 
Fear of the unknown causes us to forget and neglect the 
vision God has given us.  Fear leads to disbelief in 
God’s provision, which leads to… 
 

3) Rebellion against God and the vision 



4 And they said to one another, "Let us choose a leader 
and go back to Egypt." – Num 14:4 
 
Rebellion is the fruit of fear and disbelief.  We see 
rebellion all throughout the exodus account.  It comes 
from the crowd.  It comes from the leaders (Korah & 
250 chiefs [Num 16]).  It comes from those who are 
close and trusted (Aaron & Miriam [Num 12]).  In each 
and every case, the rebellion was grounded in fear and a 
neglect of the vision.  The rebels spouted their vitriol 
and convinced a mob.  They opposed Moses, but 
ultimately they opposed God and His vision for Israel. 
 
Some of you hear the direction I have laid out for Red 
Lane and in your fear you wish that we could go back 
to the days of David Slayton.  Great things happened in 
this church during his tenure as pastor.  Attendance 
climbed to 300.  People were saved and called to the 
mission field.  A mission’s heart was birthed in this 
church.  Plans were drawn up to expand facilities on the 
campus.  But those plans were never executed.  The 
vision was never completed.  Why?...Fear, disbelief in 
God’s provision, and ultimately rebellion.  If that were 
not true, we would be setting in a new worship center 
with hundreds of more people then are here today, and I 
would probably not be your pastor because Slayton 
would be here. 
 
Why would a free people want to go back to slavery?  
Why would a people who had witnessed God do such 
extraordinary things not believe Him to give them the 
land? 

 
The answer is the same thing that prevents us from 
believing God and attempting great things today.  The 
answer is fear…fear of the unknown.  Rather than 
staking your lives on what God had said would happen, 
you fear what could happen.  Fear keeps you satisfied 



with the status quo.  Fear drives you to contend for the 
status quo. 

 
Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, 
but blessed is he who keeps the law. – Prov 29:18 
 
We know when there is no prophetic word from God the 
people will be spiral down into greater and greater depravity.  
When faced with a clear word from God, on the other hand, 
how shall we respond?  There are two decisive responses: 
 
1.  Doubt 
 

Israel doubted God’s ability to come through on His 
promise.  Israel doubted Moses’ calling, leadership, and 
ability to hear from God.  Their doubt ultimately led to 
them believing their way to be better than God’s way 
(Num 14:3-4; 16:3). 
 
There are some of you here today who like Israel doubt 
God’s ability to keep His promise (Matt 16:18).  You 
may even doubt the calling, leadership, and ability of 
the elders of this church.  As such your doubt leads you 
to believe that your way is better than God’s way.  It is 
here that we must learn the overarching lesson of 
Judges: stop seeking to have and to do things your way. 
 
Your doubting of God under Slayton led to several 
years of wandering and a squandered vision.  Many of 
you prayed for God to send you a pastor who would 
lead you to fulfill His calling for this church.  So today 
we are again faced with a decision of whether or not we 
will doubt God.  The cycle of Judges seems to be in 
play.  There is a second decisive response. 

 
2.  Believe 
 

Joshua and Caleb believed God’s promise and ability to 
do what He promised (Num 14:6-9).  They trusted in 



God’s power and sovereignty.  Where are the Joshua 
and Caleb’s in our church?  Where are the men and 
women…where are the teenagers who will stand up and 
declare that we must believe God?  May God raise up 
men and women who are so simple minded that they 
have the audacity to believe God.  May God raise up 
people in our church who will believe things are so 
when they are not so in order for them to be so.  That is 
what Manly Beasely called faith.  
 
May God raise up a people who declare, “We have had 
enough of our way, we will do it God’s way.” 

 
 
Conclusion:  The mission is clear.  The command is simple.  
“Go and make disciples.”  This is the purpose of Red Lane’s 
existence.  This is the purpose of the vision that has been laid 
out.  It is not to build our kingdom but to expand God’s 
kingdom.  It is not to make our name great but to make Jesus’ 
name great.  The vision I have laid out is about just that.  And I 
want you to know that there is nothing wrong with asking 
questions about it for greater clarity.  Last Sunday I strongly 
encouraged you to do that. 
 
The problem is that there is a spirit of fear in our church.  
There seems to be more fearful Israelites here than there are 
Joshua and Calebs.  Fear like faith affects every aspect of life.  
Fear will lead you to believe that you know better about your 
finances than God does.  Fear will lead you to believe that 
sharing the gospel and inviting people to be your guest at 
church is not that important.  Fear will cause you to believe 
that you could never confess your sin publically.  Fear will 
prevent you from coming to Christ.  Fear keeps you from 
serving and from giving.  Fear keeps you from trusting God. 
 
How shall we respond?  You will respond in one of two ways: 
you will doubt God or you will believe God. 
 
 


