
                                      Sunday, December 24, 2017 
 

 
“Believing on the Savior” 

Luke 2:8-20 
 

Idea:  It is not enough to believe the story of the Savior.  We 
must believe on the Savior 
 
Intro: God spoke of the wonderful truth our worship team just 
sang about long ago through the prophet Isaiah.   
 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. – Isaiah 7:14 
 
Immanuel translates into English, “God is with us.”  The 
beauty and significance of the Christmas story is that God 
came to dwell with man.  He left the glory and splendor of 
heaven to live as a man in this fallen world.  Why?  Why 
would Holy God invade our sinful world?  The passage of 
Scripture before us answers that question.  Come with me to 
Bethlehem and see more than story; it’ll set you free. 
 
Read Luke 2:8-20. 
 



Inquiry:  On the night of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to some shepherds outside the town who 
were keeping watch over their flock.  Now, we shouldn’t 
romanticize the occupation of shepherds.  In general shepherds 
were dishonest and unclean according to the standards of the 
law.  They represent the outcasts and sinners for whom Jesus 
came (Luke 5:32).  They represent you and me.  It was to these 
reprobates the angel declared that he had good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people.  What was the good news he 
was to share?  The good news, the gospel, was that in 
Bethlehem their Savior had been born.  Christ the Lord had 
been born.  The Messiah, the Anointed One had come as 
prophesied.  And not only had the Messiah come, the Messiah 
was Yahweh.  The Messiah was God in the flesh.  The angel 
told the shepherds where to find the Messiah.  He was the baby 
boy wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.  Then 
suddenly the sky erupted in praise as an angelic choir 
worshiped the Lord. 
 
The shepherds were surely overwhelmed by what they had 
heard and witnessed.  They had seen an angel.  They had heard 
heavenly speech.  They had experienced heavenly worship.  
The shepherds had spiritually experienced more than anyone 
else in Israel.  It would have been easy for the shepherds to 
pack it up at this point and stop short.  They had heard 
heavenly preaching and heavenly singing.  They had heard the 
gospel from the lips of angels, but it wasn’t enough for those 
shepherds.  They wanted to see and experience for themselves 
what the angels had proclaimed. 
 
The shepherds teach us an important truth about Jesus.  They 
teach us that it is not enough to believe the story of the Savior.  
We must believe on the Savior.  Look how they responded to 
the gospel message.  Read verse 15-16, 20.  They immediately 
responded in faith, and their belief on Jesus changed their lives.  
Like the shepherds each of us today, must not only believe the 
story of the Savior, we must also believe on the Savior. 
 
Believing on the Savior involves: 



1.  Hearing the Gospel (vs. 10-11) 
 

The angels declared the gospel to those shepherds.  He 
told them that their Savior had come.   
 
The Bible says, “Faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the Word of Christ” (Rom 10:17).  No 
one can come into relationship with Jesus, experience 
forgiveness of sins, and receive eternal life apart from 
hearing the gospel.  We aren’t born into a relationship 
with God.  The Bible says that we are all born 
spiritually dead, cutoff from God because of our sin.  
Therefore, in order to know God and receive His 
forgiveness for our sins, we must first hear the gospel.  
We must first hear the story of what He has done to 
redeem us from sin. 
 
Do you have ears that hear today?  Have you heard the 
gospel?  Have you heard how much God loves you?  
He loves you so much He became sin for you (Rom 
5:8). He took your sin upon Himself, having never 
known or committed a sin, and died in your place as a 
sacrifice. 
 
Believing on the Savior involves hearing the gospel. 

 
2.  Believing the Gospel (vs. 15) 
 

The shepherds didn’t just hear the gospel.  They 
believed the gospel.  We know this because the first 
thing they did when the heavenly worship ended was 
run to Bethlehem.   
 
It is not enough to simply know the story.  It is not 
enough to know the gospel.  We must personally place 
our faith in Jesus Christ and His atoning work on the 
cross.  We must believe the gospel.  We must believe 
on the Savior. 
 



Believing on the Savior involves hearing the gospel and 
believing the gospel. 
 

3.  Confessing Faith in Christ (vs. 17) 
 

When did the shepherds become followers of Christ?  
When did they become children of God?  Was it when 
they believed the angelic message?  Or was it when 
they found Jesus in the manger?  This is an interesting 
debate that some scholars and teachers like to have.  I 
tend to believe that they became Christ-followers the 
moment they believed the gospel the angel proclaimed.  
Knowing the exact moment they became believers isn’t 
as important as knowing that they did believe.  And 
their belief resulted in their confession of faith in 
Christ.  They told Mary and Joseph there in the stable 
that they had believed on the baby lying there in the 
manger (vs. 17).  And they told everyone they saw as 
they left Bethlehem that night (vs. 20). 
 
Believing on the Savior involves hearing the gospel, 
believing the gospel, and also confession of faith in 
Christ.  Have you heard the gospel?  Have you believed 
the gospel?  Have you confessed faith in Christ? 

 
Conclusion:  Each of us was made by God and for God.  He 
designed us for relationship with Himself.  And if we will live 
within that design, God has promised to bless us.  The problem 
is that we have all sinned.  We have chosen our own path.  Our 
sin choices have led us to a place of brokenness.  It has broken 
the relationship with God that we were created for.  It has 
broken God’s design for our lives.  And we know what 
brokenness looks like.  It looks like rejection, abuse, sadness, 
and immorality.  We all want out of our brokenness, so we try 
to be and do better.  We think that a new career, new friends, 
new home, new spouse, or a new start will make things better.  
This desire for something new and fresh is a good thing 
because it reveals that something is not right in our lives.  The 
problem is that none of us can fix our own brokenness.  It is 



here that we find good news in the Bible.  The good news of 
the gospel is that Jesus, the Son of God, entered our world, 
lived a sinless life, and died as a perfect sacrifice to pay our sin 
debt.  He was buried and rose from the grave.  Therefore, He 
has the power to heal our brokenness and change our lives.  
The Bible says that if we will repent of our sin and believe the 
gospel we will be saved.  We will experience the forgiveness of 
our sin, come into relationship with God, and begin to pursue 
and recover God’s design for our lives. 
 
This evening if you realize that you are broken and separated 
from God…if you realize that you need the forgiveness and 
healing that Jesus offers, then I encourage you to call out to 
Him.  Repent of your sin and believe on the Savior. 
 
Lead congregation in a prayer of repentance and faith. 
 
If you prayed with me, please take a moment and fill out the 
communication card in your bulletin.  Mark the decision that 
you have made today.  Then turn in your card. 
 
Pray 
 
Let’s stand across the room with our candles.  We celebrate 
Jesus and His coming at Christmas because He is the light of 
the world.  He is the light that came to the little town of 
Bethlehem. 


