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“Guard the Deposit” 
2 Timothy 1:8-14 

 
Idea:  The gospel message is guarded by being on offense rather than defense. 
 
Intro:  Seventy-five years ago, on June 6, 1944, more than 160,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-mile stretch 
of heavily fortified French coastline, to fight Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, France.  Gen. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which, “we will accept nothing less than full victory.”  More 
than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the D-Day invasion, and by the day’s end, the Allies gained a 
foothold in continental Europe.  The cost in lives on D-Day was high.  More than 9,000 Allied soldiers were 
killed or wounded, but their sacrifice allowed more than 100,000 soldiers to begin the slow, hard slog across 
Europe, to defeat Adolf Hitler’s crack troops. 
 
What caused the United States to enter a war being fought thousands of miles away?  World War II officially 
began in 1939 after Germany invaded Poland.  In the first two years of the war, America remained politically 
neutral, but President Roosevelt was working hard to prepare the Americans for what he regarded to be an 
inevitable conflict.  He felt that the war was threatening U.S. security and tried to find ways to help the 
European Allies without being formally involved in the war.  He persuaded Congress in November 1939 to 
repeal the arms embargos that were part of the neutrality law and pass the Fourth Neutrality Act, which allowed 
him to trade arms with countries, whose defense he would seem to be vital to the security of the United States.  
The U.S. would also provide its air force and navy to “escort” British convoys that transported supplies “leased” 
from America to protect them from enemy submarines.  The U.S. military was also deployed to replace British 
forces in Iceland after the British invasion there. 
 
In coordination with the Dutch and the British, the U.S. was running a very successful oil embargo against 
Japan.  At that time the Japanese were advancing on China and French Indochina and, because they imported 
90% of their oil, Japan became desperate.  A lack of oil threatened to end all of their war efforts and as they 
were refusing America’s demands to stop fighting China, the Japanese decided that war with America was 
inevitable; their only hope was to attack first.   
 
America's isolation from war ended on December 7, 1941, when Japan staged a surprise attack on American 
military installations in the Pacific.  The most devastating strike came at Pearl Harbor, the Hawaiian naval base 
where much of the US Pacific Fleet was moored.  In a two-hour attack, Japanese warplanes sank or damaged 18 
warships and destroyed 164 aircraft.  Over 2,400 servicemen and civilians lost their lives. 
 



America formally entered WWII on December 8, 1941, when all but one member of Congress passed the 
motion to declare war on Japan one day after the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Three days later, Germany and Italy, 
allied with Japan, declared war on the United States.  America was now drawn into a global war.  It was a fight 
for a way of life.  It was a fight over ideology.  The U.S. and its allies were fighting to defend against the 
tyranny of communism and fascism being spread by Hitler, Mussolini, and Imperial Japan.  The Allied Forces 
were guarding the good deposit that was threatened by these aggressors.  D-Day finally gave the allies the 
foothold needed in Europe to begin pushing back the frontlines of the enemy. 
 
The fight was not without its share of sacrifice.  Americans, many of the Greatest Generation had to embrace 
the reality of the war.  They were in it, and there was no going back.  Everyone, military personnel and civilian 
alike, was forced to endure in the work of the war.  President Roosevelt in his famous speech on December 8, 
1941 said, "No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in 
their righteous might will win through to absolute victory."  American business, labor, and farmers all joined 
together to produce the goods and materials needed to support the millions being drafted into the military.  
Moms and dads who had to watch their sons get on the trains and head off to war had to get up the next morning 
and go to work in the factories and in the fields.  They emulated the vigilance of the service men and women as 
America guarded the deposit given to them by the founding fathers. 
 
This rich history brings us to our text for today.  The Apostle Paul has reminded Timothy of the great deposits 
that have been made in his life…the deposits of a mentor, mother, and the Holy Spirit.  Now, Timothy is 
instructed in what to do with that deposit.  He is to guard it. 
 
Read 2 Timothy 1:8-14. 
 
Inquiry:  The world in which we live has been, is, and forever will be hostile toward Christ and His followers.  
The message of the gospel is marginalized and maligned.  Anyone who dares to believe what the Bible declares 
is regarded as narrow-minded and a halfwit.  The preaching of the cross was foolishness to the Greek mind (1 
Cor 1:23), and it is the same today in our culture.  Timothy was instructed to “guard the good deposit.”  This 
instruction is as true for you and me today as it was for Timothy.  We must guard the deposit.  But how? 
 
1.  Embrace the message of the gospel. (vs. 8a, 9-10) 
  

Read 2 Timothy 1:8a. 
 

Picture Timothy in the tough city of Ephesus, where there are competing religious systems and 
worldviews.  Ephesus was a city full of idols, and according to Acts 19, a riot ensued following Paul’s 
ministry there.  Like those in Corinth, there were those in Ephesus who believed the cross was 
foolishness.  There were also some within the church in Ephesus who viewed Paul’s sufferings and 
imprisonment as public proof that the Holy Spirit was not with Paul (2 Tim 2:17-18).  Similar to some 
today, they believed that when the Spirit is present in a person’s life all difficulties will be evaporated. 
 
Paul’s instruction was for Timothy to not be ashamed of the Message or the messenger.  Instead, he was 
to embrace them both.  Look at what Paul says about the message of the gospel.  Read 2 Timothy 8a, 9-
10. 
 
He gives a three-fold description of the gospel. 

1) God saves us. 
 
In His sovereign grace, God rescues sinners from their awful condition and places them in His 
kingdom forever. 
 
…Salvation belongs to the Lord! – Jonah 2:9 



Salvation is the work of God not of man. 
 

2) God sanctifies us. 
 
In salvation God calls us to holiness.  He saves us to sanctify us.  He sets us apart for holiness.  
We are called to live clean lives to the glory of God. 

3) God glorifies us. 
 
Notice the “immortality” that is promised in verse 10.  Paul agrees with Jesus’ words in John 
11:25-26: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
 
God gives eternal life to those He saves. 

 
Marvel over the greatness of God in our salvation for a minute with me.  If you know Christ as Lord and 
Savior, He rescued you from sin and death.  He is making you holy.  He assures you that you will never 
again experience spiritual death.  Theologically, we refer to these great truths as justification, 
sanctification, and glorification.  Justification: God saved us from the penalty of sin.  Sanctification: God 
is saving us from the power of sin.  Glorification: God will save us from the presence of sin.  In Christ, 
we have been saved, we are being saved, and we will be saved. 
 
Today, we have all kinds of conflicting and competing ideologies.  One of the prevalent worldviews can 
be described as “moralistic, therapeutic deism.”  This is the belief that if people do good, feel good, and 
believe in a god, then there is a heavenly future awaiting them.  The idea that we are actually “bad” and 
in need of a Savior is viewed as ignorant, primitive, and simply foolish.  There are three main problems 
with this worldview.  First, God is viewed as Creator but distant and uninterested in the affairs of life.  
This is not the biblical depiction of God.  Instead, He is portrayed as Immanuel: God with us (Matt 
1:23).  Second, both history and Scripture reveal that human nature is evil rather than good.  There is 
nothing good in mankind (Rom 3:10).  Therefore, salvation must come from outside of man.  And third, 
salvation is not found in just any god.  According to the Bible salvation is found in Christ alone (John 
14:6).  It is an exclusive message. 
 
We dare not shy away from the gospel message in a culture that is antagonistic toward it because only 
the gospel can bring life and immortality to those who are spiritually dead.  We guard the gospel as we 
embrace the message of the gospel. 

 
2. Endure in the work of the gospel. (vs. 8b, 11-12) 

 
Read 2 Timothy 1:8b, 11-12. 
 
Suffering is a major theme in this letter.  Paul explains in these verses how we suffer, why we suffer, 
and when we can expect suffering.   
 
How are we to suffer?  We do so by the power of God.  We find strength through weakness. 
 
9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. – 2 Cor 12:9-10 
 
Why do we suffer?  We suffer because the gospel is worth it.  Paul considered Jesus more desirable, 
enjoyable, and beautiful than anything else.  Even death was gain for him (Phil 1:21).  Religious people 



find God useful, but cross-bearing disciples find Him beautiful.  You can endure suffering when you see 
what Paul saw.  He joyfully lived out his calling as a preacher, apostle, and teacher because of the 
beauty of Christ. 
 
When can we expect suffering?  We can expect it until “that Day”…the day of Christ’s return.  Paul 
believed the Lord would be with him throughout whatever suffering he would experience until the final 
day. 
 
How do you endure through such hardship?  During WWII, many Americans entered the military and 
were sent to the battlefield.  The rest stayed home and supported the war effort being waged on two 
fronts.  They endured much.  Factories and farms were retrofitted for wartime production.  Most goods 
and materials like fuel, metal, rubber, and food were rationed in order to provide the soldiers, seamen, 
airmen, and Marines with the supplies needed to wage war.  All Americans endured the hardships of 
war.  They joined together in the work of war.  They did so because they saw the beauty of their 
combined effort.  As disciples of Christ, we will endure in the work of the gospel when we find beauty 
in Christ, rest in His power, and become convinced of His Lordship over hardship.  We guard the gospel 
as we endure in the work of the gospel. 

 
3.  Emulate the practice of the gospel. (vs. 13) 
 

In verse 13, Timothy is charged to “follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, 
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”  The word pattern (uJpotuvpwsin) can be translated 
“outline.”  Just as an architect might sketch a pattern before adding the details, or as an artist might 
sketch the design of a painting before completing it, or as a writer may start with an outline of a paper 
before writing the manuscript, so Timothy was to follow Paul’s outline – and then expound and apply it.  
Timothy was not told to make up his own outline, add to it, or take away from it.  He was to take what 
Paul taught and teach it to others.  There was and is no other gospel than that which Paul passed on to 
Timothy. 
What was true for Timothy is equally true for us today.  The gospel found in the Bible is the gospel we 
are to preach and teach today.  While we may and should apply its implications in various ways to 
people in our generation, we may not adjust the message of the gospel. 
 
Paul set the theological parameters for the preaching of the gospel, but he was just as concerned about 
the manner in which it is done.  Timothy’s attitude needed to be ground in faith and love for Jesus 
Christ.  The attitude with which Timothy maintained his orthodoxy was almost as important as the 
orthodoxy itself.  
 
Faith and love are the practices of the gospel.  As God’s children by faith we believe His Word, that “He 
is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted” to us (vs. 12).  Our faith secures us.  It anchors 
us while the waves of culture push against our beliefs and practices.  Why are we sometimes so 
surprised to see our culture becoming more and more depraved?  Why are we overwhelmed by the rise 
of evil?  It should not shock us to see such things.   
 
Rather than being shocked and often times retreating from an evil culture, we should love and lean into 
it.  Our practice ought not be to build up walls and insulate ourselves from the world.  No, our practice 
should be to tear down walls and season the culture.  We need to be salt and light in this evil generation 
(Matt 5:13).  Think about this, it is in the darkest of night that light shines the brightest and farthest. 
 
Recently, our middle school put up a display honoring National Pride Month.  One of the flags displayed 
was that of the LGBTQ community.  Obviously, I don’t believe this is the proper place for such things, 
and I am concerned about it.  However, I am just as concerned about the response of some believers to 
this situation.  Some are lobbying this kind of expression as the reason Christian families ought to 



remove their children from public schools.  Is this reasoning coming from a place of faith like that of 
Paul?  Is this reasoning coming from a place of love?  If we truly believe God is able to guard what has 
been entrusted to us, then why not use this situation as an opportunity to begin a conversation within our 
community?  Rather than displaying an attitude of elitism and judgment, lets display love for people of 
all belief systems.  I am not saying we embrace what the Bible would deem as sinful, but we must 
embrace all people with love and by faith believe the gospel has the power to redeem lost sinners.  If we 
retreat from the marketplace of ideas and hide behind our walls, who will shine the light of the gospel in 
the dark spaces of our community? 
 
We guard the gospel as we emulate the practice of the gospel. 

 
Conclusion:  Paul embraced the message of the gospel.  He believed it to be the power of God for salvation 
(Rom 1:16).  Paul endured in the work of the gospel.  He was called by God to be a preacher, apostle, and 
teacher of the gospel.  As a preacher, he was one who heralded the gospel in whatever setting he found himself.  
As an apostle, he took the gospel wherever God sent him.  As a teacher, he solidified the gospel in the hearts 
and lives of disciples.  Paul emulated the practice of the gospel through faith and love.  He believed God was 
sovereign over life and sovereign in salvation.  He believed that God’s love for all people meant that he too 
could and should love all people. 
 
Is this true of you and me today?  Are you a preacher of the gospel where you live, work, and play?  Are you 
living as a missionary, one who is sent out by God?  Are you teaching God’s Word to others, building the 
gospel into their lives?  This is how we guard the gospel.  We guard it by being on offense.  We lose it by being 
on defense and retreating. 


