
                                                                                                                                                                Sunday, August 11, 2019 

 

“The Primacy of the Word” 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 
Idea:  A high view of the Bible should lead to a high view of biblical preaching. 
 
Intro:  Please take your Bible, hold it up high, and repeat after me.  “This is God’s very Word given to me.  I 
am who it says I am.  I can do what it says I can do.  And I have all that it says is mine.” 
 
I want to invite you to turn in your Bible to 2 Timothy 4.  We will be working through the first five verses.  The 
title of the message today is “The Primacy of the Word.” 
 
It has been said, “The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of 
sinners, the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its decisions are immutable.  
Read it to believe, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food to support you, 
and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveler’s guide, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, 
the Christian’s character.  Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its 
grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet.  Read it slowly, daily, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of 
pleasure.  It is given you in life, will be opened at the judgment, and will be remembered forever.  It involves 
the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and condemns all who trifle with its contents.” 
 
Inquiry:  What we have before us in 2 Timothy is Paul’s final letter written to the church.  In it he calls for 
Timothy and the elders to guard the gospel message and the doctrine of the church (1:14).  He encourages them 
to endure suffering as a good soldier (2:3).  And he challenges them to focus on the work of the ministry (2:15), 
to live godly before all (3:12), and to hold high the Word of God (3:14-17).  We find in chapter four that this 
high view of Scripture is to be the sole influencer of all preaching and teaching. 
 
Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 
 
Is the Bible sufficient and all we need?  Should it be the basis for all that comes from this pulpit and our small 
groups?  Is it enough to keep our attention and direct our focus?  Karl Barth said it was.  He said, “If preaching 
if faithful to the Bible, it cannot be tedious.  Scripture is in fact so interesting…that those who listen cannot 
possibly be overcome with sleep.”  I contend that the issue here is not whether the Bible is interesting but 
whether I am interested in the Bible.  Paul informed Timothy that he had one primary responsibility as a 
preacher…he was to preach the Word.  This morning, I want us to see that a high view of the Bible should lead 



to a high view of biblical preaching, and God uses biblical preaching to mature and sanctify His church.  Let’s 
take a look at Paul’s call for the primacy of the Word in the church. 
 
1.  The Pastor’s Charge (vs. 1-2) 
 

Do you feel the force of verse 1?  Paul’s words resonate with passion.  Nowhere else did the apostle give 
this type of preface to a charge. He put preaching in a holy context with these words.  Paul wanted 
Timothy to understand and remember that he preached before God.  He was never forgotten…never 
unnoticed by God.  Therefore, Timothy was to preach as to an audience of One.  His first and foremost 
audience was the Lord.  What then was he charged to preach and do? 
 
A. Preach the Word. 

The command is in the aorist tense, which together with the ensuing imperatives adds solemnity and 
decisiveness to the injunctions.  The charge is to preach the Word…the sacred Scriptures.  There is 
nothing else for the preacher to preach.  He is to preach the Word and nothing but the Word.  He has 
the holy responsibility and unspeakable privilege of heralding God’s timeless truth to people.  The 
Word and the Word alone is alive and active and able to both cut away and heal (Heb 4:12).  Pop-
psychology, self-help, and motivational speaking can never touch the deep places of the heart and 
transform a man or woman, a boy or girl from the inside out.  God’s Word alone has the power to 
transform a person’s life. 
 
What else is there to preach?  Nothing!  The preacher is to be a man of the Word, and you can’t 
preach the Word unless you know the Word.  Timothy is charged to preach the Word. 

 
B. Be ready. 

“Be ready in season and out of season…” 
 
This speaks of urgency and readiness.  For preachers and teachers, there should always be a sense of 
urgency in light of the truth that we are communicating.  We are preaching on matters of life, death, 
and eternity.  Therefore, the preaching soldier (2:3) is always on duty. 
 
Does this mean the preacher always needs to have an unpreached sermon tucked away in his pocket 
or under glass that is marked: “Break in case of emergency!”?  Yes and no.  I don’t believe Paul was 
instructing Timothy to have a three-point sermon on hand.  Instead, I believe Paul’s point was for 
Timothy to be so familiar with God’s Word and so ready that he could and would bring the Word of 
God to bear on any and every situation facing the church.  Timothy was charged to be ready. 

 
C. Strengthen the church 

The pastor should apply the Word of God to the lives of his flock.  This takes place in a variety of 
ways.  Paul instructed Timothy to “reprove, rebuke, and exhort.”  To reprove (ejlevgcw) is to bring to 
proof.  It is the idea of exposing what is present.  To rebuke (ejpitimavw) is to call out what is wrong 
or what needs correcting.  To exhort (parakalevw) literally means “to call to a person.” It is the idea 
of calling someone to your side for the purpose of encouraging the pursuit of a course of conduct.  It 
is always prospective and looks to the future.  Reproof and rebuke look at what has been and what is.  
Exhortation looks at what could and should be. 
 
These are the duties of the pastor/teacher, which in turn strengthen the church.  Strong members 
make a strong church.  The opposite is also true.  Here we find a biblical mandate for church 
discipline.  On some level this church discipline is carried out on a weekly basis as the pastor teaches 
the Bible.  Martin Luther said, “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has 
hands, it lays hold on me.” 
 



By preaching the Word week in and week out, God is able through His Word to reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort the people.  His Spirit illuminates His Word and applies it to each person in just the right 
spot. 
 
The pastor is charged to preach the Word, to be ready, and to strengthen the church.  He is to do this 
by patiently teaching the Word of God.  Why?  We discover the reason in next two verses. 

 
2.  The Church’s Danger (vs. 3-4) 
 
 We find at least three dangers common to the church. 
 

A. Letting go of the Truth. 
People naturally move away from the Truth.  This prophetic word covers the whole of biblical 
history both in retrospect and prospect (Jer 5:31; Ezek 33:32).  The move is gradual.  It is a slight 
deviation here and there from the Truth.  The slight departures begin to build on one another and the 
result is a total rejection of Truth. 
 

B. Aligning teaching to passions. 
“People do not reject the Bible because it contradicts itself.  They reject it because it contradicts 
them.” 
 
In 1 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles 18, King Jehoshaphat of Judah aligns with King Ahab of Israel 
against Syria over Ramoth-gilead.  Jehoshaphat agrees to go with Ahab on one condition…he will 
go if God is with them (18:4).   
 
Ahab called in his 400 prophets who all prophesied favorably (18:5).  But Jehoshaphat was not 
satisfied.  He asked if there was another prophet that could speak for God (18:6).  Ahab responded, 
"There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imlah; but I hate 
him, for he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil." – 18:7 
 
Micaiah was sent for and instructed to speak favorably to the king like the other prophets did 
(18:12).  I love his response. "As the Lord lives, what my God says, that I will speak" (18:13). 
 
Why did Ahab hate Micaiah?  It was because Micaiah’s words reproved, rebuked, and exhorted the 
king to cast away his sin and walk holy before God.  Ahab viewed God’s Word as intolerant because 
it exposed his sinfulness before holy God.  So for Ahab, Micaiah and his prophesies were seen as 
evil and not to be tolerated.  In the place of the one who spoke for God, Ahab placed men who 
would speak for him.  He aligned the teachings around him to his passions. 
 
This alignment is a common in today’s church.  When the biblical preaching does not line up with an 
individual’s belief system or relational situation, the person moves down the road to a church or a 
philosophy that validates his or her sinful lifestyle.  This person’s itching ears cannot endure sound 
teaching, so they fall into a third danger. 
 

C. Chasing mythical thrills. 
Today we have all kinds of preachers who tickle the ears of people.  Some teach that one cannot 
believe the miracles of the Bible.  Others draw attention as they deny the historical reliability of the 
Bible.  Many fill stadiums with their shady and empty health-and-wealth prosperity teachings.  Some 
are grand entertainers or teachers of bizarre doctrines that peak the curiosity.  The danger is not in 
the size of the crowds they draw but in the message they proclaim.  Therefore, we would do well to 
filter their teachings through the grid of Scripture.   
 



We must preach truth because there is an absence of it in every generation.  This leads to a third area 
of the primacy of the Word in the church. 

 
3.  The Pastor’s Work (vs. 5) 
 

As in previous passages, Paul once again contrasts the present situation in Ephesus with Timothy’s call 
to be different.  Even though many would be led into deception by false teaching, Timothy must do 
something else. 
 
A. Transformation of mind. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

– Rom 12:2 
 
The pastor is to be of sober mind.  It speaks of moral alertness and coolness of mind.  The pastor 
should not lose his mind in the face of opposition or evil.  Instead, like a pilot flying through rough 
air, he should wisely and calmly navigate with a cool disposition.  This task is no easy one.  The 
pressures and problems of pastoral ministry can be overwhelming.  It requires a constant and 
complete dependency upon the Lord and a denial of self. 
 

B. Suffering well. 
Again the subject of hardship is presented.  Timothy and every pastor are to continue through 
conflict.  Paul says, “Endure suffering.”  The pastor’s work is to avoid being bitter in hardship, 
quitting because of hardship, or responding in violence to hardship.  Instead, he is to “share in 
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2:3). 
 
Suffering is part of the deal.  If you know Jesus, you will know some level of suffering (Matt 10:22; 
Mark 13:13; Luke 21:17). 
 
The work involves becoming a man of prayer rather than despair. 
 

C. Gospel proclamation. 
Most likely Paul didn’t have in mind here the office of an evangelist.  Even if he did have this office 
in mind, his instruction was for Timothy to do the work of an evangelist.  In other words, the 
pastor’s work is to proclaim the gospel to lost sinners.  He is to take the gospel to an unbelieving 
world. 
 
In a broad sense, all Christians are called to proclaim the gospel where they live, work, and play.  
We are to push back the spiritual darkness in the world with the light of Christ.  This is why we fly 
to distant countries and why we walk across the street.  We are Christ’s ambassadors to a lost world 
(2 Cor 5:20). 
 
How will sinful and separated people ever know Holy God without redeemed preachers and people 
proclaiming the gospel?  They won’t!  Therefore, the preachers and teachers, and I would add the 
church, must work in the transformation of their minds, suffer well, and proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.    We are to fulfill our ministry. 
 

Conclusion:  When the prophet Micaiah came before King Ahab and King Jehoshaphat, he pronounced disaster 
on the people and the death of the king of Israel.  Listen to how he was treated and his response.  Read 2 
Chronicles 18:23-27. 
 



Micaiah was physically abused, mocked, and imprisoned for declaring God’s Word.  In the face of opposition 
and persecution, he lived out his charge and continued in his work as a preacher of God.  May we as Christ’s 
local church continue to emulate the life and ministry of Micaiah, Paul, and Timothy in what we believe and 
how we work.  They stood on the Word of God because of its primacy.   
 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  

– John 6:68-69 
 
The Word of God is Truth.  It contains the words of eternal life.  This morning I have some good news, some 
bad news, and some best news for you. 
 
Good News – You are loved by God.  He designed you.  You were made by Him and for Him (Col 1:16).  You 
were designed to perfectly relate and to be in relationship with Holy God. 
 
Bad News - You are sinful and broken.  You possess both an inherited and a self-inflicted wound.  The sinful 
nature of Adam in the Garden has been passed down to you, and you were born into the world in rebellion 
against the God who created you for Himself.  Your sin is under the just wrath of Holy God.  Sin has produced 
brokenness in your lives.  You choose to sin because it is your nature, further wounding yourself.  Therefore, 
apart from Christ, you are as far away from God’s purpose and desire for your life as you can get. 
 
Best News - The gospel declares that God the Son has paid the penalty for your sin.  Romans 5:8 says, “God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  He offered His life as a substitute 
for you and experienced the wrath of God the Father against your sin.  So that now, you can experience 
forgiveness for sin by placing your faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  You are given a choice to make? 
 
Through the gospel we understand that we can know God.  You can be set free, made whole, and forgiven of all 
sin.  You can grow into maturity in a new life in Jesus. 
 
We can know and grow in our relationship with God only through His Word.  The flesh is no help at all (John 
6:63).  The Word of God must hold a primary place in your life.  How are you doing?  Are you reading, 
studying, memorizing, and meditating of God’s Word daily?  Are you allowing it to interpret culture for you? 


