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“God’s Design” 
 

Idea:  God has a design for our lives. 
 
Intro:  Are you turning everyday conversations into gospel 
conversations?  Are you leveraging the relationships and 
opportunities you have with others to share the depths to which 
the Lord Jesus went to give us life and forgiveness? 
 
Jesus taught us many valuable lessons.  He gave us a lot of 
really great principles by which to live.  Everything Jesus did 
and said is important and we should make it our goal to be as 
familiar as possible with Him and His teaching.  However, if 
last words are important, then certainly Jesus’ final instructions 
to His disciples must weigh heavily on our hearts and minds.  
Matthew records His last words as, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  Jesus 
has given us, each one of us, a mission.  How are we doing? 
 



Inquiry:  We are not doing well.  There was once a day when 
the typical person in America had some sort of affiliation with 
a church, but today that has changed.  People do not feel a need 
to attend or get involved in a church.  Ten, twenty, and thirty 
years ago most churches believed in the church version of 
Field of Dreams – if we build it, they will come.  So churches 
built bigger buildings and provided more and better 
programing.  We attracted people to our churches, and many of 
them came. 
 
This strategy works when people in our nation identify with 
church.  After all, we were founded as one nation under God.  
The culture, however, has changed dramatically in the last fifty 
years.  According to a Gallup poll in 2013, one-third of all 
Americans now consider themselves non-religious saying, 
“religion is not an important part of their daily life and that 
they seldom or never attend religious services.”  The Pew 
Research Center in a study conducted in 2015, reported a 
growing number of nones – people who don’t identify with any 
faith tradition.  They cited a 6% increase in nones and an 
alarming 8% drop in the number of self-identifying Christians. 
 
If you combine the increasing disinterest in religious things 
with the fact that Americans are no longer motivated to go out 
of their way for many things, including church, it is pretty clear 
that a “come and see” approach to the gospel is not going to 
work.  The truth is, the “come and see” approach to ministry 
has never really worked.  It is the exact opposite of what Jesus 
instructed His church to do.  It creates a culture of professional 
laborers and critical spectators rather than a body of disciple-
makers. 
 
In an age of ever-changing technological advances, we should 
never expect to draw the masses in with clever social-media 
pushes, pithy sermon series, trendy worship styles, or relevant 
programing.  The average person could care less about all our 
bells and whistles. 
 



The task before us is massive.  The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) estimates that of the 359 million people living 
in the US and Canada, 269 million of them are without a 
personal relationship with Christ.  That means 75% of the 
people are lost and headed to a devil’s hell.  There are 1.26 
million people in the Richmond metro area.  If 75% are lost, 
that means there are 945,000 lost people in the metro area.  Our 
own county has a population of approximately 30,000, so there 
is an estimated 22,500 people who are dead in trespasses and 
sins living right around us. 
 
How do we reach them?  If our strategy is to hope we can 
attract them to our church, them we have already failed.  There 
are 33 churches that I know of in the county.  If each church 
averaged 500 every Sunday, 50% of the population would still 
be unchurched and unreached.  If we want to turn back the 
lostness in North America and our county, we must personally 
take Jesus’ final command seriously.  We need to stop talking 
about faster addition and start considering strategies for 
multiplication. 
 
How do we make a dent in such overwhelming numbers?  If 
Powhatan is 75% lost, what will it take to move our county 
from 75% lost to 74% lost this year?  It means that we need to 
make 225 new disciples this next year.  If as a church we are 
relying upon the pastors to make that many new disciples in 
one year, it’ll never happen.  There is no way that your pastor 
can disciple 225 people in one year.  In fact there’s no way that 
the rest of our elders and staff can disciple 225 people this next 
year.  The numbers are too great to overcome.  But if every 
disciple in the church (approximately 150) becomes a disciple-
maker and leads two people to Christ and trains them to be a 
disciple-maker, there would be nearly 300 new disciples in 
Powhatan next year.  Those 300 would join the 150 of us (450) 
to make 900 new disciples the following year.  Those 1,350 
disciples would make 2,700 new disciples in year three.  The 
result would be 4,050 disciples in just three years if every 
believer in our church led just two people to faith and discipled 
them each year.  The result would be an 18% decrease of 



lostness in Powhatan in three short years.  In year four if those 
4,050 disciples made two disciples each, the result would be 
8,100 new disciples for a total of 12,150 disciples, decreasing 
the lostness of Powhatan by 54%.  In year five those 12,150 
disciples making two new disciples each would result in 24,300 
new disciples for a total of 36,450 disciples made through the 
ministry of RLBC.  In five years we would decrease the 
lostnoss in Powhatan by 162%.  We can do this, and we must 
do this. 
 
All believers are called to be faithful gospel witnesses to the 
places we live, work and play. We can’t leave it to the 
“professionals.” There aren’t enough of us.  We need everyone 
in the game.  The Bible says God used “uneducated, common 
men” (Acts 4:13) like the disciples to launch His mission of 
taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.  God placed each of 
us in this place for this time to be His outposts. The Acts 1:8 
version of Jesus’ final words has Jesus telling His followers 
that they will be His “witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  We have to see 
ourselves as outposts of God’s kingdom.  We are God’s 
representatives living in enemy territory. The statistics prove 
that we are living in enemy territory.  There are more who 
don’t believe than those of us who do believe.  So our homes 
have to be gospel outposts in our neighborhoods.  Our desks 
have to be gospel outposts in our schools or offices.  We have 
to be gospel outposts when we’re out and about in the 
community—at the grocery store, the ballpark, and the gym. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Where do we begin?  We begin by praying.  On 
each side of the center isle, under the pews there are some 
prayer cards.  Please take those out and pass them down to 
each person on your row.  On these cards I want you to write 
down names of people you know who are far from God and 
commit to pray for opportunities to turn everyday 
conversations with them into gospel conversations.  It is God 
who draws people to His Son, Jesus, so we begin by asking 
God the Spirit to open and prepare their hearts for the gospel. 
 



We have the news people need to hear about God making a 
way for them to be right with Him.  We also have a 
conversational, relational way to tell them about it.  It all starts 
with God’s design. 
 
Draw first circle: God’s Design. 
 
We see this from the very beginning.  Genesis 1 and 2 tell us 
about life as our Designer meant it to be.  It’s a life we long for 
because God has set eternity in the heart of every man 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).  God has a design for our lives—for every 
life He ever created. 
 
1.  God created us, and He loves us. 
 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.” – Genesis 1:1 
 
He designed the world and everything in it.  He created 
everything as it was meant to be, and it was good (Gen 
1:1-25).  Then God created humans, the pinnacle of His 
creation, in His own image and declared that it was 
very good (Gen 1:26-31).  He delighted in us. 

 
2.  God has a design for every aspect of our lives. 
 

His design begins with our individual creation.  He 
designs us to be male and female (1:27).  Our gender 
identity comes from God, and He does not make a 
mistake. 
 
We see God’s design in our families.  He instructed 
Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth” (1:28a).   
 
We see God’s design in our work life.  He instructed 
them to have dominion over the earth and to subdue it 
(1:28b-30; 2:15).  They were to work the land. 



We see God’s design in our rest life as He rested from 
creating on the seventh day and blessed it (Gen 2:1-3).  
God designed you to enjoy and experience times of rest. 
 
We see God’s design in our marriages.  It was the Lord 
who gave Eve to Adam as a wife, and it was the Lord 
who designed and blessed marriage and the home (Gen 
2:18-25). 
 
God’s design for our lives is perfect, holy, and good. 

 
3.  God designed us for relationship with Him. 
 

The beauty of the creation account and what we find in 
Genesis 3 is that God did not create the universe and 
then step away.  He didn’t create Adam and Eve in His 
own image only to leave them to fend for themselves.  
What we find in Genesis 3 is humanity in 
fellowship…in relationship with God.  God walked in 
the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve.  They talked, 
fellowshiped, and laughed together.  There was 
beautiful intimacy, complete transparency, and 
unbroken communion between Adam and Eve and 
Adam and Eve with God. 

 
3 Circles Script:  God has a design for every area of our lives—
our families, marriages, money, sex life, work life, and just 
plain life.  God designed us to be in relationship with Him, but 
we have all departed from that design.  The Bible calls this sin.  
When Adam and Eve rebelled against God’s command in the 
garden, they brought God’s curse upon them and passed it on 
to us.  We are now born with a sinful nature, so sin comes 
naturally to us.  There is no one who gets it right all of the 
time.  We all sin and fall short of God’s perfect design (Rom. 
3:23).  This sin leaves us in brokenness.   
 
Brokenness is easy for most of us to understand.  It feels like 
broken relationships, addiction, depression, discouragement, 
guilt and shame.  We all want out of brokenness, so we try to 



fix it (squiggly lines out of brokenness).  We medicate it with 
drugs or numb it with alcohol. We strive to be better people, 
hoping that somehow, someway, our good will outweigh our 
bad. We look for ways to alleviate our pain.  When we do that, 
we just get more and more broken.  This feels like a bad thing, 
but in many ways brokenness is a good thing because it’s the 
way God gets our attention.  When we feel broken on the 
inside and everything’s all messed up, we know something 
needs to change.   
 
The Bible has a word for the change we all need…the gospel.  
The gospel simply means “good news.”  The good news the 
Bible declares is that God has done for you and me what we 
could not do for ourselves.  He made a way where there was no 
way.  God the Father sent God the Son to this world.  His name 
was Jesus.  He was fully God and fully man.  Jesus lived a 
perfect life, keeping and fulfilling the Law.  Therefore, He was 
able to offer His life as a sacrifice on the cross to atone for our 
sin.  The Bible says Jesus’ blood was shed for our forgiveness 
as He died on the cross.  He was buried in a tomb for three 
days before rising from the dead and ascending back to the 
Father in heaven.  Jesus did this so that far from God people 
could experience God’s design for their lives. 
 
In order to experience God’s solution for our brokenness, the 
Bible declares that we must repent and believe the gospel.  
The change we really need comes only from Jesus.  When we 
repent, we choose to turn away from our sin and ourselves and 
turn to Jesus.  Instead of trusting in our ability to earn our way 
to heaven and a better life, we believe in Jesus’ provision 
through the cross.  We believe that His sacrifice and 
resurrection is sufficient.  When we confess Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior and put our trust in His death and resurrection, the 
Bible says we will be saved from our sins (Romans 10:9-10). 
 
We are now able to pursue and recover God’s design for our 
lives.  Jesus’ work on the cross, made it possible to have a 
relationship with the God who created us for Himself.  Our 
dead spirits are resurrected to new life in Christ, so we can now 



pursue the relationship we were created for.  As a result we can 
recover God’s great design for our lives.  In doing so, Jesus 
sends us right back out into a broken world to tell others how 
to find their way out of brokenness. 
 
Conclusion:  Where do you see yourself in this diagram?  If 
you’re in brokenness is there anything that would keep you 
from repenting and believing the gospel right now?  Lead in a 
salvation prayer. 
 
For those who believe, what would prevent you from being 
trained to share the good news with others who are still in 
brokenness?  Together we can reduce the lostness in our 
community by telling others about Jesus.  Over the next three 
Sundays we’ll be working through these 3 Circles, but you can 
get more in-depth training and practice beginning next Sunday 
evening at 5:30pm.  
 


