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“The Endurance of a Faithful Teacher” 
2 Timothy 2:14-26 

 
Idea:  Holiness and not skillfulness is the precondition for usefulness in the church. 
 
Intro:  I am looking for a new church.  I am on the hunt for a church that meets my greatest needs, ministers 
to my family, and helps me live a great life.  What advice can you give me? 
 
This is where a lot of Christians are at this summer.  They are searching for a new church family.  How 
would you advise them?  What should they look for in a church?  What are the most important aspects of a 
church?  What are the selling points?  Is it the children’s ministry, music style, service times, location, or 
something else? 
 
Your answer will reveal your priorities for the church, but they may or may not align with the Bible’s 
priorities for the church.  The Apostle Paul wrote the Letter of Second Timothy to Timothy who was the 
pastor of the Ephesian church.  He could have addressed any number of topics, but he focused on doctrine, 
evangelism, character, and proclamation.  All of these areas require long-term devotion.  They are not 
overnight sensations.  As we have been saying in our study of Second Timothy, the Christian life and 
Christian ministry are a daily grind.  You cannot and should not expect to have a great Christian life or an 
effective ministry if you don’t plan for and work toward a great life and ministry.  This reality has largely 
been the thesis of the Apostle Paul’s instructions to Timothy in the verses we have studied so far.  And Paul 
knows this is no easy task.  It requires meticulous endurance because everything in this world is working 
against the believer.  This is true of pastors, small group leaders, and church members alike.  There are 
times when the distraction and discouragement comes from outside the church, but too often it comes from 
within the church as members form their own ideas of what the pastors and ministry should be. 
 
Our church cannot and should not be formed by our opinions or desires but rather by the Lord’s instructions 
set forth in the Bible.  In the first half of Second Timothy 2, Paul described the priority of pastors enduring 
as a faithful witness.  In the second half, he describes the endurance of a faithful teacher. 
 
Read 2 Timothy 2:14-26. 
 
Inquiry:  In the previous passage Paul presented four references to bearing witness of the gospel and four 
specific references to suffering and endurance.  He reminded Timothy that the mission of his life and 
consequently the mission of Timothy’s life was to testify of the gospel.  He was to be a witness of the life-
transforming power of Jesus Christ.  In our passage today, we discover that his witness would primarily 



come through his endurance as a faithful teacher of God’s Word.  Paul introduced three more metaphors to 
describe the nature of ministry.  They are the unashamed workman (vs. 14-19), the clean vessel (vs. 20-22), 
and the Lord’s servant (vs. 23-26).  In doing so, he touches on the act of teaching, the character of the 
teacher, and the danger of false teaching. 
 
Paul enters this subject with the charge, “Remind them of these things” (vs. 14).  The phrase “these things” 
occurs several times in the two letters to Timothy.  It probably refers to the previous section most directly, 
but it also likely refers more generally to Paul’s entire instruction to Timothy.  In either case Timothy is not 
free to make up his content.  He is simply urged to tell and retell what he received from Paul, who himself 
received it from Jesus (2:2).   
 
The responsibility of a faithful teacher is always to preach and teach “these things” (sound doctrine) not 
“our things” (personal opinions).  Teachers are commissioned with the task of reminding people over and 
over again of what God’s Word says.  This task requires faithful endurance.  We find an unexpected aspect 
in Paul’s instruction to teachers.  Holiness and not skillfulness is the precondition for usefulness in the 
church.  Let’s look at the endurance of a faithful teacher.  We find four instructions. 
 
1.  Focus on rightly handling the truth. (vs. 15) 
 

Have you wondered why the Bible puts such a strong emphasis on preaching and teaching?  Is it 
really that important for the church and the Christian? 
 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. – Romans 10:17 
 
The clear answer is that spiritual life and strength are transmitted through the faithful preaching and 
teaching of God’s Word.  There is no salvation apart from the proclamation of the gospel.  Likewise, 
there is no sanctification without the declaration of God’s Word.  For that reason, the teacher is wise 
to consume his life with nothing other than the faithful study of the Bible in preparation to teach. 
 
“If I knew the Lord was coming in three years, I would spend two years studying and one year 
preaching.” – Donald Barnhouse. 
 
The Bible is the truth as it reveals to us both the reality of God and our sinful situation.  John Calvin 
said of it, “Scripture is like a pair of spectacles which dispels the darkness and gives us a clear view 
of God.”  The faithful teacher rightly handles the truth. 
 
We also learn that the faithful teacher who rightly handles the truth is a worker, much like the 
hardworking farmer (vs. 6).  Teaching requires spiritual sweat.  It is an arduous and lengthy process.  
The teacher does not just stand up and declare, “Thus, says the Lord.”  The picture is of a preacher 
who has first spent quality time with the Lord in personal devotion.  Spirit-filled teaching is an 
overflow of one’s walk with Jesus.  It is also a picture of one who has labored hard in the study.  
John Henry Jowett once said, “Preaching that costs nothing accomplishes nothing.  If the study is a 
lounge, the pulpit will be an impertinence.” 
 
There is no room for slackers and shoddy work in the ministry, especially for preachers and teachers.  
It has been said, “Holy shoddy is still shoddy.” 
 
The faithful teacher focuses on God rather than others.  He seeks approval only from the Lord.  
Clarity and relevance are important to the teacher, but they don’t drive the content of the message.  
God-centered teachers strive to be faithful and not flashy or famous.  They preach and teach the 
unadulterated Word of God in spite of the critics.  Their aim is to be unashamed before the Lord. 
 



The faithful teacher, then, is accurate in his teaching.  The phrase “rightly handling” is translated 
from the Greek word ojrqotomevw.  It means to guide along to a straight path or to cut straight.  The 
straight part (ojrqo), we find in several of our English words such as orthodontist, orthopedic, and 
orthodoxy.  The orthodontist straightens teeth.  The orthopedic straightens broken bones.  And 
orthodoxy is teaching that aligns with Scripture and the historic Christian faith.    The idea here is 
that the faithful teacher carefully and clearly teaches the Word so as to help the hearers stay on the 
path of life.  Orthodoxy results in orthopraxy.  Only through straight teaching can there be straight 
living. 
 
In order to endure as a faithful teacher, you must focus on rightly handling the truth.  The second 
instruction is… 

 
2.  Avoid destructive controversies. (vs. 16) 
 

Whether in the pulpit or out of the pulpit, there is always the temptation to become engaged with 
topics that do nothing for the advancement of the gospel or edification of the church.  The preacher 
is encouraged at times to be more “relevant” in his preaching.  He is asked to give helpful tips on 
living a better life…7 Steps to Financial Freedom, 5 Things to Better Your Marriage, 3 Secrets of 
Emotional Health.  What is more relevant to a person’s life than the Word of God?   
 
There is also the temptation to engage in controversial and speculative conversations.  In Timothy’s 
context, there were some who taught that a spiritual resurrection had already taken place.  This was a 
conversation worth happening because it violated Scripture.  The resurrection is physical not 
spiritual in nature.  There were many other spiritual conversations not worth having though.  They 
only damaged the faith and practice of the hearers.  Today, controversial issues trip us up too.  
Politics, worship style, eschatology, and social issues can be destructive controversies that harm our 
gospel witness.  Should we have an informed biblical opinion on these issues?  Absolutely, we 
should.  However, we should not wear them on our sleeves.  They should not consume our 
conversations or be what we are known for.  Instead, the gospel should consume our conversations. 
 
Appl:  I am amazed at how often quarrels over worship style wreck churches.  Members become 
pitted against one another, choosing the tribe that fits their personal preferences.  The organ is set 
against against the guitar as parties on both sides argue that their preference is God’s preference.  I 
actually had a man tell me once that that the organ was God’s music.  Is worship style important?  
Yes, in one way it is because it is important to each person.  Everyone has a personal preference on 
style.  On the other, no, biblically it is not important.  Nowhere in Scripture is a particular music 
style prescribed.  Ephesians 5:19 treats all styles equally and encourages the church to utilize all 
kinds of music in their worship. 
 
The faithful teacher endures as he avoids destructive controversies.  The third instruction is… 

 
3.  Expect sinful opposition. (vs. 17-21) 
 

Hymenaeus and Philetus are given as examples of teachers who disrupted the faith of members of 
the church.  We know nothing further about Philetus other than that he and Hymenaeus were 
spreading a false teaching about the resurrection.  Hymenaeus was referenced in Paul’s first letter to 
Timothy (1 Tim 1:20).  There he and Alexander had been handed over to Satan and excommunicated 
from the church. 
 
The reason for such harsh and swift discipline is due to the danger of false teaching.  It spreads like 
gangrene, progressively and deadly (vs. 17).  It will slowly eat through the individuals and the 
church.   



The danger and destructive force of false teaching is a reality that is burdensome to the church.  
Believers, however, need not become overwhelmed.  God is in control.  He knows those who are his 
(vs. 19).  Paul alludes back to a famous event in Israel’s history – the rebellion of Korah, as 
described in Numbers 16.  Levites Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and 250 other leaders rose up against 
Moses and Aaron.  There the Lord made clear who the ones were who were His and those who were 
not.  The same is true in the church today.   
 
Faithful teachers endure as they remember that the Lord is in control.  He is Lord over both the 
honorable and dishonorable vessels (vs. 20).  In fact He often uses the dishonorable to strengthen 
and sharpen the honorable.  The responsibility of the teacher is to encourage those in the church to 
continually cleanse themselves from dishonorable things.  This brings us to the fourth instruction. 

 
4.  Live godly before others. (vs. 22-26) 
 

“The great teacher must not only give the best that is in his subject, but what is even more important, 
the best that is in himself.” – Herman Kelly 

 
The teacher influences through both word and deed.  Therefore, it is imperative that the 
pastor/teacher be a godly example for the church to follow.  In many ways they are to follow him as 
he follows Christ (1 Cor 11:1).  To this point, Paul gives instructions on how to live godly before 
others. 
 
He says, “Flee youthful passions” (vs. 22).  Often this phrase is interpreted as sexual sin.  While the 
Bible teaches we must avoid such sin (1 Cor 6:18), the command here is not limited to sexual sin.  
What are youthful passions, then?  Verses 23-25 give us the answer.  They are the temptation to 
quarrel, to be unkind, and to be harsh.  Young leaders are often impatient, driving the sheep rather 
than leading them.  They also are prone to die on hills not worth the fight. 
 
Instead, pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace.    Righteousness speaks of the right conduct of 
a man who pleases God and is pleasing to him.  Faith speaks of the belief and simple trust in God 
that characterizes his life.  The church should see a man who trusts God implicitly and faithfully.  
Love speaks of a love for people.  Ministry would be a breeze if it wasn’t for the people, but there is 
no ministry without people.  He must learn to love the people when they live like saints and when 
they live like sinners.  Peace speaks of harmony with the people.  There is mutual trust, respect, and 
confidence between pastor and the congregation. 
 
In all this, the pastor/teacher does not neglect his duty to shepherd over the doctrine and practice of 
the church.  He does not neglect his duty to bring correction.  He is to do this, though, with patience 
and gentleness.  He corrects error with the goal of winning a brother rather than winning a debate 
(vs. 25-26). 

 
Conclusion:  What advice would you give me if I were looking for a new church home?  Based on our text 
today, we know that we should not seek out a church that is simply flashy or famous.  We don’t pick one 
because it is big or small.  Size is irrelevant.  Instead, we should be in a church where the members and 
attenders are regularly fed the Word of God, where the care of our souls is a priority, where we find 
meaningful fellowship and accountability, and where we can use our giftedness to serve the Lord and others.  
Paul’s instruction to Timothy shows us that God is more concerned about the condition of the heart than the 
production of the hands.  Holiness and not skillfulness is the precondition for usefulness in the church.  How 
are we made holy? 
 
This morning I have some good news, some bad news, and some best news for you. 
 



Good News - You were designed by God.  You were made by Him and for Him (Col 1:16).  You were 
designed to perfectly relate and be in relationship with holy God. 
 
Bad News - You are sinful and broken.  The sinful nature of Adam in the Garden has been passed down to 
each of us, and we are all born into the world in rebellion against the God who created us for Himself.  Your 
sin and my sin is under the just wrath of holy God.  Sin has produced brokenness in our lives. 
 
Best News - The gospel declares that God the Son has paid the penalty for your sin.  Romans 5:8 says, 
“God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  He offered His life as a 
substitute for you and me and experienced the wrath of God the Father against your sin.  So that now, we 
can experience forgiveness for sin by placing our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  We are given a 
choice to make? 
 
The first step for all of us is to put our faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior.   Have you faithed into Jesus?  The 
next step is to follow Him in baptism.  Have you been baptized?  Then, connect with His church?  Are you 
connected to His church?  Find a place to faithfully serve the Lord in His church.  Are you serving in some 
capacity? 


