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“A Man’s Need for Significance” 
 

Idea:  Men discover significance as they live to glorify and 
honor God. 
 
Intro:  There’s an old Chinese proverb that says, “It is harder 
to lead a family than to rule a nation.”  There is a lot of truth in 
that statement.  What is it that makes family life so difficult?  
Obviously, there are several variables such as the dynamic of 
children growing up through different stages of life (diapers, 
terrible 2s, adolescence, college, etc.).  Then there are the 
dynamic of balancing finances, careers, and the complete lack 
of time for you.  I believe, however, that one of the greatest 
challenges of family life is simply the fact that families are 
comprised of males and females.  Just in case you have not yet 
discovered that men and women are different, let me share with 
some of the ways in which they are different. 
 

Men vs. Women 
• Concerning Nicknames 

If Laura, Susan, Debra, and Rose go out to lunch 
together, they will call each other Laura, Susan, Debra, 
and Rose.  If Mike, Charlie, Bob, and John go out 
together, they will affectionately refer to each other as 
Fat Boy, Godzilla, Peanut Head, and Scrappy. 



• Concerning Eating Out 
When the bill arrives, Mike Charlie, Bob, and John will 
each throw in $20, even though the bill comes to only 
$32.50.  None of them will have anything smaller, and 
none will actually admit they want change back.  When 
the women get their bill, out come the calculators. 

 
• Concerning Money 

A man will pay $2 for a $1 item he wants.  A woman 
will pay $1 for $2 item she doesn’t want. 

 
• Concerning Bathrooms 

A man has six items in his bathroom: a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, shaving cream, razor, bar of soap, and a 
towel from the Holiday Inn.  The average number of 
items in the typical woman’s bathroom is 337, most of 
which a man could not identify. 

 
• Concerning Arguments 

A woman has the last word in any argument.  Anything 
a man says after that is the beginning of a new 
argument. 

 
• Concerning Cats 

Women love cats.  Men say they love cats, but when 
women aren’t looking they kick the cats. 

 
• Concerning the Future 

A woman worries about the future until she gets a 
husband.  A man never worries about the future until he 
gets a wife. 

 
• Concerning Success 

A successful man is one who makes more money than 
his wife can spend.  A successful woman is one who 
can find such a man. 

 
• Concerning Marriage 



A woman marries a man expecting he will change, but 
he doesn’t.  A man marries a woman expecting she 
won’t change, and she does. 

 
• Concerning Dressing Up 

A woman will dress up to go shopping, water the 
plants, empty the garbage, answer the phone, read a 
book, and get the mail.  A man will dress up for 
weddings and funerals. 

 
• Concerning Physical Appearance 

Men wake up as good-looking as they did when they 
went to bed.  Women somehow deteriorate during the 
night. 

 
• Concerning Offspring 

A woman knows all about her children.  She knows 
about dentist appointments and romances, best friends, 
favorite foods, secret fears, and hopes and dreams.  A 
man is vaguely aware of some short people living in his 
house. 

 
• And here’s the thought for the day: Any married man 

should forget his mistakes; there is no use in two people 
remembering the same thing. 

 
I assure you that I did not write this.  But beyond the jokes and 
funny observations, men and women really are different.  
Therefore, we must understand and realize those differences as 
we seek to have a Godly home.  Over the next two months, I 
will be preaching through a series of messages on building the 
family.  My goal is to see God speak into the lives of each of 
us.  The family is under attack today.  Your family is under 
attack.  Satan is drawing up in battle array around your family.  
And men the Bible declares that God has placed upon us the 
responsibility of protecting and providing for our families.  
Steve Farrar says in his book Point Men, “The choices that you 



make with your family today will determine the quality of life 
in your family tree for generations to come.” 
 
Therefore, I believe it is fitting that I begin this series by 
speaking directly to the issues facing men because you need to 
know how to address them and become the spiritual leaders of 
your homes. 
 
Inquiry:  Allow me to make a couple statements about men.  
The Bible teaches us that: 

• The ultimate purpose for every man is to live in such a 
way so as to bring glory and honor to God. 

• Men are to be leaders. 
 
Men, God created you for a relationship with Himself.  You 
were created to worship and bring glory to His great Name.  He 
also created you to lead.  When God created you, He bestowed 
upon you the responsibility of leadership.  Adam was given 
dominion over the created order.  Man was created with 
purpose and for purpose.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam 
understood his purpose.  He possessed significance.  He knew 
who he was and whose he was. 
 
Yet when Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree, the Bible 
says there eyes were opened and they knew they were naked.  
It was at that moment that purpose, significance, and 
possession was lost.  God was no longer the covering for them.  
They saw that they were naked and were filled with shame.  
Since that day man has been in a constant search for 
significance in his life.  There is a great need in each of our 
hearts for significance.  How do we discover this significance 
we long for?  There are some things we need to understand: 
 
1.  Created to be Masculine 
 

In creation God created man to be masculine.  
Webster’s Dictionary defines masculinity as “having 
qualities traditionally ascribed to men, as strength and 



boldness.”  Adam was given dominion over the created 
world. 
 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth."  - Genesis 1:28 
 
God bestowed upon Adam strength and boldness when 
He fashioned him into a man.  He was a dominion-
taker.  Here is a good statement about Adam’s 
masculinity that I read in an article this week: “When 
God created Adam and placed him in the Garden of 
Eden, the first thing Adam did was go out into the 
Garden, full of testosterone, and began to explore and 
name stuff.” https://cbmw.org/topics/children/let-boys-
be-non-medicated-boys/ 

 
Jesus Christ is the greatest and most perfect example of 
masculinity.  The Lord Jesus was no wimp.  He was a 
man’s man, and without question He was vastly 
different than a woman.  The gospels present to us a 
masculine Jesus.  He was strong and bold.  The gospel 
writers tell us that Jesus marched alone for 40 days in 
the some of the wildest countryside on the face of the 
earth.  And He did so without eating anything as He 
followed the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  While in the 
desert the Bible tells us that Satan tempted Jesus.  The 
Lord of the universe demonstrated for us how a man 
confronts and overcomes the strongest temptations the 
Enemy can throw at human beings.  He refused to 
cheat.  He stayed strong and boldly battled the devil. 
 
During His public ministry, Jesus took on Satan and his 
earthly system by bolding fulfilling the purpose for 
which the Father had sent Him.  Jesus never shrank 
from accepting the very cruel death that He knew 
awaited Him.  Arrested, beaten, and tried unfairly, yet 



able to destroy all His persecutors, He restrained 
Himself.  That is the hallmark of a truly great man.  On 
that day, at high noon at the OK Corral of hell, Jesus 
went nose to nose with the grave and with the devil, and 
He won!  That is a man, a masculine man. 
 
No one, before or since, has exemplified true, strong, 
absolute masculinity, as thoroughly as did Jesus.  This 
morning, I want you to know that God created men to 
be masculine.  If you and I are going to find the 
significance in life we so desperately desire, I believe it 
begins with the understanding that we were created to 
be masculine. 
 
With that said, understand that war has been declared 
on the masculine male. 

 
2.  The War Against Masculinity 
 

Trademarking is an interesting aspect of the business 
world.  A trademark is a claim on something original 
and unique that establishes ownership.  Many might 
use, building on, or add something to the original, but 
the trademark establishes the absolute first origin of 
something.  It’s important in business; it’s even more 
important in creation. 
 
God holds the trademark on creation and more 
specifically on manhood.  The Bible declares that He 
formed man.  Man was distinct from the rest of 
creation.  He was made in the image and likeness of 
God.  Man was meant to function like a mirror, 
reflecting the image of God into creation. 
 
What is the image of God?  The title “Father,” which 
the Bible gives to God, tells us everything about how 
He has revealed Himself to us.  God is not a she.  God 
is not a mother.  God is Father.  He is masculine, and 
He created man to be masculine.  Thus, it should not 



surprise us that there is a war being waged against 
masculinity from every direction. 
 
Here are three battlefronts in this fight: 
 
1) The Feminization of the American Male 

Have you noticed how feminized men and boys are 
becoming today?  They talk, act, dress, and do 
things more and more like women.  What happened 
to a man being a man?  What happened to a man 
personifying strength? 
 
I believe the number one reason men struggle to be 
masculine is because our culture has feminized the 
male gender.  Many forces are working to neutralize 
a man’s masculinity and subsequently to emasculate 
his leadership responsibility.  Everywhere you go in 
America, you see environments dominated by 
women.  Why?  The reason is because too many 
men are unwilling to lead and live out their true 
masculinity. 
 
Men become shrinking violets when it comes to 
leadership because they grew up in families where 
dad died, fled, or otherwise remained absent.  He 
may have been physically present in the home, but 
he was never there emotionally and spiritually.  
Perhaps he was barely there physically because he 
worked his life away.  So the young men grew up 
relying on mom for everything.  She became the 
“heavy lifter” in the family because she, at least, 
was willing to make decisions – something her 
passive husband refused to do. 
 
A few years ago the term “metrosexual” was 
popular.  It speaks of a heterosexual male in touch 
with his feminine side.  Let me help you today.  
God designed men to be masculine.  Therefore, a 
man doesn’t need to get in touch with his masculine 



side because he doesn’t have one.  I’ve never seen a 
verse of Scripture call for men to become feminine, 
and I’m a student of the Bible and have read it 
through each year for the last fifteen years. 
 
Ladies, God didn’t design your husband or your son 
to think and act like a woman.  He designed him to 
be a man…a masculine man.  Tender?  Sure.  
Gentle?  Absolutely.  Caring?  You better believe it.  
But he doesn’t need to get in touch with some 
imaginary feminine side to access such godly traits.  
He only needs to tap into his true, biblical 
masculinity and emulate Jesus. 

 
2) Living for the Immediate 

Another front in the demonic war on masculinity 
involves men living for the immediate.  We have 
become slaves to the immediate and instant.  Men 
used to plant crops and tend livestock, so they 
understood that it took time to enjoy the fruit of 
one’s labor.  As a result he understood that what he 
does today greatly impacts his life and the lives of 
others in the future.  Today, however, men all 
across this country cave in to the media-inflamed 
desires or to their fear of conflict and so refuse to 
think through how their actions today will impact 
lives tomorrow. 
 
Everything in our culture shouts, “Get it now!  Do it 
now!  But it now!  Enjoy it now!”  We live in an 
immediate culture.  Some men feel that as long as 
they provide for their families, then they are 
fulfilling their biblical duty.  Their entire identity 
comes from being a provider.  Too many times that 
means that once they’ve provided for the physical 
needs of the family, they check out.  Once they take 
care of the immediate they slip into automatic mode 
and refuse to see what other leadership roles might 
be required of them to build a healthy family. 



Men, when you provide materially but fail to 
provide spiritually, you are forfeiting the future for 
the immediate. 
 
Example:  Some men will choose peace in the home 
at any price.  They loathe conflict more than they 
desire a godly home.  Maybe it is because they have 
faced conflict all day at work and just want some 
peace and quiet.  So rather than dealing with issues 
and leading, they squash or avoid them. 
 
Illust:  That type of man reminds me of the dog who 
gives the once-over to a skunk.  He knows he could 
whip that skunk; he’s just not sure it’s worth it. 
 
Men your homes don’t need peace at any price; 
sometimes they need a controlled explosion, 
especially if a man has neglected to step up and act 
like a man.  Some men need a good swift kick in the 
rear to rouse their masculinity and bring some 
much-needed direction to their out-of-control wives.  
They need a strategically placed grenade under their 
easy chair so they’ll get up and get a hold of their 
kids.  Why don’t they?  They would rather have 
current peace than long-term family health. 

 
3) Living for Things 

Most men love gadgets.  In fact I believe all men 
are a sucker for gadgets.  Men are suckers because 
Adam was a sucker.  He just had to have that one 
extra piece of fruit.  This insatiable appetite for 
more and for what we don’t have is another aspect 
of the war against masculinity.  God created man 
for Himself.  Our identity and masculinity is found 
in that relationship with God.  Therefore, when a 
man lives for anything outside of that his 
masculinity is marred. 
 
What do men live for other than God? 



• Toys 
• Prestige 
• Power 
• Sex 

 
When a man lives in a fantasy world of what he 
wished things were like rather than in the world 
God has placed him in as a leader, he is failing to 
express his God ordained identity.  God created 
men to be leaders who lead with strength and 
boldness.  Until you understand that you will never 
know significance.  No man has ever found long-
term significance in the people he knows, the work 
he does, or the things he owns.  You won’t find it in 
that woman at work who speaks the words you wish 
your wife would.  Significance is found only in 
Jesus and living for Him. 

 
3.  Seven Principles for Significance 
 

In Jeremiah chapter one, we find the prophet being 
called by God into ministry.  In this great book we 
discover how God shaped a young boy into a true 
man’s man.  His life was never easy; in fact, it was full 
of conflict.  Jeremiah is known as the “weeping 
prophet.”  He faced down physical threats, endured a 
trial for his life, landed in the stocks for his faith, got 
slandered by a false prophet, and even was thrown into 
a deep pit.  Yet he stayed faithful to God through it all.  
How?  He didn’t try to find his significance in what he 
owned, who he knew, or by what he did.  He 
understood both biblically and spiritually what it means 
to feel and to be significant.  God breathed into 
Jeremiah seven principles that enabled him to stay 
strong in the midst of turmoil. 
 
1) God fashioned you. (vs. 4-5) 



Even before Jeremiah began to take shape in his 
mother’s womb, God knew him.  Why was it 
important for God to tell him this?  At the very 
beginning, God wanted Jeremiah to know that he 
was important and significant to the Lord. 
 
Men, you are important to God.  You are significant 
to God.  Before you were conceived, you mattered 
to God.  This world may make you feel like dirt, but 
who cares.  You matter to God.  Your family at 
times may make you feel insignificant, but that 
doesn’t matter.  You’re significant to God.  Men, 
you must derive your significance from the God 
who made you for Himself. (Ps 139:13-18) 

 
2) God sanctified you. (vs. 5) 

God set the prophet apart for Himself and for a 
special purpose.  He set him apart for His kingdom, 
and He sets you apart for the same purpose.  God 
has invested you with holy significance. 
 
What has He set you apart for? 

• Male headship in the family 
The man is set apart as the head of the home 
(1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:23).  Nowhere does the 
Bible even hint that a wife should serve as 
the spiritual leader of her home.  The only 
reason women gain headship authority in the 
home is because passive men yield it to 
them.  And those women will willingly step 
back if their husbands will step up.  They 
want their husbands to lead.  I’ve never 
known a family to be all it can be with an 
absent father. 

 
• Male headship in the church 

1 Timothy 2:12 
 



I’m grateful for godly women who keep 
male-deficient churches afloat.  But God’s 
plan for the church calls for male headship. 
 
Illust:  This past week I saw the latest 
baptism numbers for SBC churches.  Last 
year 29% of SBC churches reported 0 
baptisms.  47% of SBC churches reported 2 
or less baptisms. 
 
There are several factors that influence the 
terrible decline in evangelism among our 
churches.  I am convinced though that one 
major factor influencing this decline is the 
erosion of masculinity.  As men become 
more and more absent at home and in the 
church, evangelism suffers.  If dad will take 
priority over the evangelization of his 
children and his neighborhood, we will 
begin to see more baptisms.  If men will take 
priority over evangelism in the church, we 
will see more people coming to Christ. 
 
Female leadership will never create or 
sustain great churches.  Our church will only 
be as great as our men. 

 
3) God chose you. (vs. 5) 

God chose Jeremiah and ordained him for a specific 
task.  What has He chose you for? 

• Purpose 
God has a purpose for your life.  Your 
ultimate purpose is to live in such a way so 
as to bring glory and honor to God. 

• Witness 
There’s nothing like a man who takes 
seriously his calling to be a witness for 
Christ.  If He called you, He will equip you 



for the task.  So step out and make a 
difference. 

• The Kingdom of God 
Life is not about you building your 
kingdom; it’s about expanding His.   

 
4) God sent you. (vs. 7) 

A young Jeremiah in his 20s could serve as a 
prophet to Israel, not because his education brought 
him credibility, but because the authority of God 
sent him. 
 
In the same way God sends you.  He has given you 
authority to speak of Him, to make disciples, and to 
lead your homes.  And Jesus promised that He 
would always be with you.  He has given you 
purpose and significance. 
 
There’s a sense of destiny in being sent, and a man 
needs to feel that he’s sent.  Sir, God has sent you. 

 
5) God touched you. (vs. 9) 

What a moment that must have been when the Lord 
put His hand on young Jeremiah and touched his 
lips.  We all need the touch of God, and He desires 
to touch our lives.  He wants to open our eyes to our 
purpose and our destiny.  Read Piper’s comments 
from Family Illustrated for Men pg. 65-67. 

 
6) God uses you. (vs. 7) 

Jeremiah was used of God in all sorts of ways.  In 
the same way, the Lord desires to use you.  It’s a 
miracle that God would even want to use you, but 
He does.  Never get over the wonderful grace of 
God. 

 
7) God is with you. (vs. 8) 

There is nothing like knowing that God is with you.  
How was Jeremiah able to preach against sin for 



decades in Jerusalem and call people to repentance?  
He new God was with Him.  He didn’t fear the 
people because God was with him.  If God be for 
me, who can be against me? 
 
Men, if you belong to God you are never alone.  
You can stand strong in your home.  You can lead 
your family.  You can lead in your church.  You can 
lead in your community.  God is with you. 

 
Conclusion:  I am so grateful that God fashioned, sanctified, 
chose, sent, touched, uses, and is with me.  And I am grateful 
He is doing those things in your lives too.  Significance and 
purpose are never found in the things of this world.  You won’t 
find them in your family.  They are only found in a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
 
 


