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“Battlefield Commanders” 
1 Chronicles 11-12 

 
Idea:  A battlefield commander willingly models and 
illustrates what it means to be a man of strength. 
 
Intro:  A reporter once asked Bill Parcels when he was the 
head football coach of the Dallas Cowboys, “What do you 
want of your quarterback?”  He replied, “I want a battlefield 
commander.” 
 
That is exactly what we need quarterbacking the families of 
21st century America.  And that is exactly what we need 
leading out in our churches in America today.  We need 
battlefield commanders working in the business world, 
working in the political world, serving people in their 
communities, and leading their families.  Teenage boys need to 
become this kind of man in their schools.  We need battlefield 
commanders willing to model and illustrate what it means to be 
a strong, courageous, and masculine man. 
 
Perhaps, more than ever, we need men who see themselves as 
battlefield commanders.  Why is that?  The reason is because 
we are in a war (1 John 2:16).  We are in a war with the 
flesh…your flesh.  It’s a fierce enemy, and too many Christians 



are losing that war.  We’re in a war with the world, and the vast 
majority of believers have sold out to the ungodly system of 
our affluent God-denying culture.  And we are in a war with 
Satan.  Many men sitting in our churches, Sunday after 
Sunday, speak of freedom even as they remain shackled in 
chains.  They have become willing captives of the enemy. 
 
Why?  Why have so many men, women, and children become 
POWs in this great war?  May I suggest the reason so many fall 
in battle is because we have forgotten that we are in a battle.  
The blast of cultural artillery no longer alarms us.  We are 
asleep.  Therefore, because so many are asleep the families, 
communities, and churches that have been blown to shreds 
never knew what hit them.  We have become complacent and 
comfortable with those who are seeking to destroy our moral 
and biblical values.  And they are destroying our society one 
principle at a time. 
 
“Unprincipled men and women, disdainful of their moral 
heritage and skeptical of Truth itself, are destroying our 
civilization by weakening the very pillars upon which it rests.”  

– Chuck Colson 
 
What is the solution?  How do we take back our families, 
communities, and nation?  How do we win the war?  I am 
under the deep conviction that if we are going to win the war, 
protect our families, and make an eternal impact in our culture 
the men must become battlefield commanders.  We must win 
this war.  We don’t have any other choice!  Therefore, we must 
fight.  And the great news is that we can win because we serve 
the Commander-in-Chief.  He possesses the firepower to bring 
us victory.  We just have to follow His orders and keep open 
our supply lines.  The war is not lost. 
 
Inquiry:  One of the greatest depictions of a group of men who 
understood what it means to be a warrior and a battlefield 
commander is found in 1 Chronicles 11 & 12.  Here God gives 
us the depiction of King David’s mighty men. 
 



In the Scriptures we discover that God’s men have never been 
strangers to battle.  In the days of King David, God’s men were 
often fighting physical battles.  Today, in our culture, God’s 
men are not fighting a physical battle but a spiritual one.  The 
stakes are high, for two very sacred and fundamental 
components of our lives are under attack from our culture: our 
faith and our families. 
 
David was a great commander and a strong leader, and that 
kind of warrior always draws other men to the cause.  David 
had some spectacular warriors in his army. 
 
Read 1 Chronicles 11:11-24; 12: 1-2, 8. 
 
David was a mighty warrior.  He had killed a lion, a bear, and 
with just a sling and a stone the Philistine giant, Goliath, as a 
teenage boy.  David’s courage, strength, and victories attracted 
many mighty warriors to his side who followed and fought for 
him.  These men were tough, loyal, brave, fearless, skilled, and 
fast.  They possessed all the qualities a king would desire in a 
warrior. 
 
Men, I am reminded of what C.S. Lewis once said, “Enemy-
occupied territory – that is what the world is.”  We live in a 
world that is opposed to the things of God.  We live in a world 
that is ruled by the Prince of Darkness, Satan himself.  And he 
is doing everything possible to destroy you and your family.  
Therefore, we must fight.  We must stand in the gap for our 
wives, children, and grandchildren.  Like King David we must 
take our weapon of warfare, march out, and fight as a 
battlefield commander in the army of the Lord. 
 
As a battlefield commander, we need to be characterized by at 
least three things: 
 
1.  Vision (1 Chron 12:32) 
 

In the midst of this all-star lineup of warriors in 1 
Chronicles 12 is a reference to a group of unique men.  



They were not listed by their names as others were.  
Only their tribe is mentioned.  They are not described 
as warriors who could fight with either hand or swim 
across the Jordan River at flood stage.  God describes 
them to us as “men who had understanding of the 
times, to know what Israel ought to do.”   
 
These men could fight.  If they couldn’t they would not 
have been listed with the other warriors.  They could 
definitely hold their own, but they had another 
dimension to their skill set, and David desperately 
needed their contribution.  These men understood the 
times, and as a result knew what Israel should do.  The 
men of Issachar were men of vision.  They show us that 
a battlefield commander with vision possess two things. 
 
A. They possess discernment. 

Steve Farrar defines discernment as “looking at the 
same thing as everyone else and seeing something 
very different” (Standing Tall, pg. 27-28).  The men 
of Issachar could see what others could not.  They 
looked beyond the physical events and 
circumstances and realized there were spiritual 
forces influencing the conditions and situations of 
the nation from behind a parted curtain.  These men 
were valuable.  They could stare a hole right 
through the obvious and see what wasn’t obvious.  
Because of their discernment, they were then able to 
offer direction. 
 
Men, are you able to discern what is going on in 
your family?  Do you understand the times for your 
home? 

 
B. They possess direction. 

The men of Issachar were worth their weight in 
gold because they understood the times.  Because 
they understood their culture and the forces at work 
behind the scenes, they knew what Israel should do. 



Gentlemen, we are living in a culture that is 
changing so fast it is hard to assimilate the changes.  
And the changes are most often not for the good.  
America is deteriorating both morally and 
spiritually at an alarming rate.  There are spiritual 
forces behind those changes.  If you are going to 
function effectively as the spiritual leader of your 
home, you must be able to discern what is 
happening in this culture.  You must do for your 
family what the men of Issachar did for Israel.  You 
must understand the times.  When you understand 
the times, you will know what your family should 
do. 
 
Many of you men grew up in this area.  You’ve 
lived here your entire lives, and now you’re sending 
your children to the same schools and rearing them 
in the same community in which you grew up.  
However, if you haven’t realized it yet, let me bring 
you up to speed: 

• The thinking has changed. 
People don’t think like they did 20, 30, or 50 
years ago. 

 
• The values have changed. 

People don’t value what they valued in 
previous generations. 

 
Because the thinking has changed and the values 
have changed, our outlook for the future has 
changed. 
 
Men, you and I must see ourselves as battlefield 
commanders who go every day to the Commander-
in-Chief for our daily instructions.  We must gain 
our vision from heaven if we are to lead our 
families and provide the protection they so 
desperately need. 
 



Appl:  When we have vision, the choices we make 
will be different than the choices that others make 
because they are grounded in God’s Word.  When 
we have vision, we won’t send our children to the 
movies with permission to watch anything they 
want.  A man without vision says, “It is just a 
movie.”  A man of vision knows that it is more than 
a movie.  It is a carefully crafted and marketed 
piece of propaganda, promoting a value system 
contrary to everything right, just, godly, and good.  
The man without vision can’t see it, so he hands his 
10 year daughter a ticket and throws her to a pack 
of rabid, immoral Hollywood wolves. 

 
 A battlefield commander is characterized by vision. 
 
2.  Purpose (1 Chron 11:15-19) 
 

A battlefield commander is purposeful; he is deliberate.  
Three of the thirty chief men risked their lives in order 
to go and fetch the king a drink of water from the well 
in the middle of the Philistine stronghold.  These men 
were deliberate.  They were purposeful.  They knew the 
risk, for they had calculated it.  They could have lost 
their lives, but they went anyway.  They were deliberate 
men. 
 
Like them, we need to be deliberate and purposeful in 
our adventure with Christ.  We must be deliberate in 
rearing our children and grandchildren.  We must be 
deliberate in our relationship with our wives and 
deliberate in our strategy of how best to be a man. 
 
Ronnie Floyd says, “God wants you to be as deliberate 
in your walk with God as you are deliberate about your 
job, your career, your hobby, your favorite pastime, or 
whatever it is that you most love.” 
 



Men, every one of us go to great lengths to make sure 
we’re ready for work.  We get up early, work hard, and 
equip ourselves to become better at what we do.  We 
are purposeful and deliberate in our hobbies.  We spend 
the money to have the toys we want.  We spend the 
money and take the time to go to the places we like to 
play.  We are deliberate in them. 
 
I bet there are some of you who doubt whether a solid 
spiritual life is worth it; therefore, you put little into 
your spiritual life.  Men, you get what you prepare for.  
Anything of worth only comes through disciplined 
work. 
 
Illust:  If you want to lose the gut and return to the six-
pack you once had, you must deliberately work out and 
change your eating habits.  If you want to quit smoking, 
get out of debt, or earn a degree, you must purposefully 
decide to do the work necessary.  The same is true for 
your spiritual life.  The same is true if you want to see 
your family grow in the Lord.  Success largely rests on 
you. 
 
I believe that most Christian men want to become true 
men of God.  The reason so many don’t is because they 
fear failure.  Men, we all fail.  I fail; every battlefield 
commander fails at some point.  The great news is that 
we serve a God who is loving, forgiving, and 
overwhelmingly gracious.  Let’s be men who are 
purposeful, men who willingly give up everything 
necessary in order to accomplish our mission as a 
battlefield commander. 
 
A battlefield commander is characterized by vision and 
purpose. 

 
3.  Commitment (1 Chron 12:16-18) 
 



God brought many mighty men to David.  These men, 
such as the sons of Benjamin, came and pledged their 
lives to David.  They committed themselves 100% to 
him.  These were strong men who gave themselves to 
David. 
 
I hate to say it, but we have to many weak men today.  
Where are the strong men?  Where are the committed 
men?  We have to many men who are afraid to make a 
commitment.  When you ask the typical male to commit 
to this or that, you’re likely to hear, “Well, I don’t 
know.” 
 
What do you mean, you don’t know?  Well, I’m not 
sure.  What do you mean you’re not sure?  You’re a 
man; surely you can be sure about it.  Well, I need to be 
cautious here. 
 
Stop being afraid!  You need to step up.  You need to 
commit.  Commit to something important, something 
lasting, and something that blesses God’s heart.  You 
need to commit to the thing God has called you to, 
equipped you for, and sent you to do. 
 
Commitment is not a nasty word.  What I love about 
sports is the commitment that fans express for their 
team.  Fans will set through rain and snow and brave 
the heat and the cold for their team.  They will paint 
their faces and chests, wear goofy hats, and sing the 
fight song unashamedly.  They do all of that because 
they’re committed. 
 
I long to see a group of men who are just as committed 
to Christ and His church as they are to their favorite 
sports team. 
 
Why are men so afraid of commitment?  I believe the 
reason is the cost. 
 



Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after 
me cannot be my disciple. – Luke 14:27 
 
No one carries a cross unless he intends to die upon it.  
Men, you and I have to be willing to die, to give our 
lives away.  That is why the Book of Revelation 
applauds believers who “loved not their lives even unto 
death” (Rev 12:11). 
 
Do you shrink from death?  Do you fear a real and 
manly commitment to Christ?  Many men do.  In order 
to overcome it, you must understand it and admit it to 
the Lord.  Pray for the courage to step up and the 
courage to be bold.  Courage isn’t the absence of fear, 
but the willingness to push ahead even when your heart 
melts and your knees buckle. 
 
A man’s man must be willing to die.  When the sons of 
Benjamin came and pledged themselves to David, they 
made a covenant with him.  We’ve forgotten this 
concept.  This is part of our problem today.  A covenant 
is a binding agreement between two parties and God.  It 
is a central feature found in both testaments. 
 
May I suggest that God is calling you into a covenant 
today?  He is calling you to make a covenant regarding 
your masculinity.  He is asking you to commit to 
becoming a battlefield commander as a young boy, as a 
teenager, as a single adult, as a married man, even as a 
widower.  God wants you to be a battlefield 
commander. 
 
You and I are in a war with the flesh, the world, and 
with Satan.  I don’t want to lose the war; I want to win.  
Therefore, I commit to being a battlefield commander 
in my home, my church, and in my community.  I 
commit to demonstrate true, strong, biblical 
masculinity.  I commit to consult with my Commander-



in-Chief every day for my instructions.  I commit to be 
a man of vision, purpose, and commitment. 

 
Conclusion:  We must be visionary men who can see things 
that others don’t see in order to protect our families.  We must 
be purposeful men who do what it takes to protect our families.  
And we must be committed men who walk with God.  This 
morning before I ask you to reenlist in God’s army, I want to 
remind you of something.  When Rome’s soldiers took their 
oath, they pledged themselves in dying submission to their 
commander, to do as he wished, even to death.  Our 
Commander, Jesus Christ, expects nothing less.  He asks that 
you live for Him, but He also asks that you lift His standard 
high above everything else.  His standard is the cross, our call 
to death and to life. 
 
This calling is not an easy one.  It is a day-in and day-out fight.  
There are no off days.  It requires your constant attention.  It 
begins with you surrendering your life to the Lord Jesus and 
then walking with Him each day.  Will you become the 
battlefield commander in your home? 
 
 
 
 


