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“The Spirit’s Deposit” 
2 Timothy 1:6-7 

 
Idea:  God never commissions anyone to a task without imparting a special gift appropriate for it. 
 
Intro:  On November 8th of last year, a small campfire in the Sierra Nevada foothills was set ablaze by high 
winds.  The soaring temperatures, gusty winds, and parched vegetation set up a perfect scenario for a forest fire.  
Cal Fire, the state of California’s forestry and fire protection agency, battled the fire for seventeen long days.  
The fire burned through 153,000 acres of Butte County, north of Sacramento.   It killed at least 85 people, 
destroyed 14,000 residences, charred an area the size of Chicago, and became the most destructive wildfire in 
California history. 
 
If you have ever witnessed a raging wildfire, you have seen how massive they can become.  They eat up 
hundreds and sometimes even thousands of acres in a day.  While the destructive forces of a wildfire are 
horrific, it is amazing to think that such power resulted from one small flame.  A single flame started the 
campfire that was the source for the Butte County wildfire.  One small fire set ablaze a massive forest.  One 
small deposit impacted a vast area of land. 
 
There is an even more powerful deposit that has been made in the life of a believer.  According to the Bible, the 
Spirit of God has made a tremendous deposit in the life of each Christ-follower. 
 
Inquiry:  We are working verse by verse through Paul’s second letter to Timothy.  The apostle’s purpose in 
writing this letter was to encourage Timothy in his personal walk with Jesus.  Paul wanted to spur him on in 
godly training.  He wanted to ensure that Timothy understood that one couldn’t coast through life.  You have to 
work for what you desire.  No one wakes up one day a success story.  No, you work toward becoming a success 
story.  Now, you don’t work for your salvation; it is a gift of grace from God.  But as a redeemed follower of 
Jesus, you do work out your salvation (Phil 2:12).  You put it to work in your life.  We call this the process of 
sanctification…becoming more and more conformed to the image of Jesus in our lives. 
 
God gives us grace in our redemption.  He gives us what we do not deserve.  Think about all that He gives to us.  
He gives us forgiveness of sin and fellowship.  We learn in 2 Timothy 1 that there are other gifts of grace He 
deposits in our lives.  In verses 3-4, we learned that the mentor’s deposit is a gift of grace in our lives.  The Lord 
gifts us with spiritual mentors that disciple and encourage our spiritual growth.  In verse 5 we discovered that a 
mother’s deposit is also God’s gracious deposit in our spiritual development.  Godly parents are a tremendous 
influence in their children’s lives.  Today, in verses 6-7, we learn about the Spirit’s deposit. 
 



Read 2 Timothy 1:6-7. 
 
On the basis of Timothy’s “sincere faith” (vs. 5), Paul appeals to him to exercise that faith and “fan into flame 
the gift of God” (vs. 6) that is in him, i.e., God’s own mighty Spirit (vs. 7).  Based on the surrounding context of 
First and Second Timothy, Timothy was not a spiritual rock.  He appears to be physically weak (1 Tim 5:23), 
personally timid (2 Tim 1:7), and relatively young (1 Tim 4:12).  But God delights in using the weak and the 
ordinary in order to demonstrate His mighty power.  Thankfully, God uses “clay jars” so that only He can get 
the glory (2 Cor 4:7). 
 
There are three things we should understand about the Spirit’s deposit in our lives.  These three things Timothy 
needed to know in order to continue growing in his walk with Jesus and ministry.  And the same is true of us 
today.   
 
1.  There is a gift given. 
 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands… – 2 Tim 1:6 

 
tov cavrisma tou: qeou: (the gift of God) – The use of this phrase and its use elsewhere in the New 
Testament (1 Pet 4:10; Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31) speak of a special spiritual gift bestowed 
upon Timothy by God.  Its association with laying on of hands here and in 1 Tim 4:14 indicate that the 
gift seems to have been related to the ministry into which Timothy had been called.  The act of Paul 
laying his hands on Timothy in ordination or commissioning was the occasion and the means by which 
God bestowed the gift.  Therefore the gift was probably as John Stott says, “a special enduement or 
anointing of the Spirit which Timothy received…to equip him for the work to which he had been 
called.” 
 
This special gift flowed out of the initial gift in Timothy’s life.  Look at verse 7. 
 
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. – 2 Tim 1:7 
Most Bible translations use a lower case spirit rather than an upper case here, which would refer to the 
Holy Spirit.  The reason they translate it this way is because the statement begins with a negative 
followed by a positive.  They recognize the positive affirmation following the conjunction “but” (ajllav) 
as referring to the gift the Spirit of God brings into the life of the believer.  If this understanding is 
correct, the “us” (hJmin) refers to Christians in general rather than just to Paul and Timothy as those who 
have received a special gift (cavrisma).  And the verb “gave” (e[dwken) is in the aorist tense referring to 
the past action of God at the beginning of every Christian’s life when the Holy Spirit was deposited 
(Rom 8:9, 11, 14-16; 1 Cor 12:13). 
 
Notice what the gift of God’s Spirit produces in our lives.  First, Paul says it does not produce fear or 
timidity.  Based on Timothy’s temperament and the difficult situation in which he and Paul found 
themselves, it would have been easy and perhaps even natural to shrink back in fear.  But God’s Spirit 
never produces fear.  Instead, it produces power, love, and self-control.  The power (dunavmewV) of God 
is present in our lives.  It enables us to thrive and complete the ministry God has given us.  The Spirit is 
also characterized by love, which is the first evidence of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).  He enables us 
to unconditionally love others.  Finally, Paul says that the gift is characterized by self-control.  As we 
surrender to the leadership of the Spirit, we are able to discipline our bodies and lead our flesh rather 
than it leading us. 
 
Therefore, as Christ-followers, the Lord has given us His Spirit just as He said (John 14:16).  He is our 
Helper and the One who enables us to carry out the ministry the Lord has called us too.  This was true of 



Timothy.  The deposit was there.  The spark was present, and Paul instructed him to fan the flame.  The 
idea is to rekindle (ajnazwpurein) the gift.  The picture is of a fire that has the potential of dying out.  
Paul wasn’t saying that Timothy’s flame was dying out.  He was telling him to make full use of it.  He 
was to continue adding wood to the fire, allowing God’s power to be unleashed in his life and ministry. 
 
Like Timothy, each us who are in relationship with Jesus have received the Holy Spirit.  He was 
deposited into our lives upon conversion.  He is our Helper who teaches and leads us into all truth (John 
16:13).  We have also been equipped with spiritual gifts for the ministry God has given to us, which 
brings us to a second thing we need to understand about the Spirit’s deposit. 

 
2.  There is a gift received. 
 

The Holy Spirit has been deposited in the life of every believer.  And every believer has been called and 
gifted for a specific ministry.  God never commissions anyone to a task without imparting a special gift 
appropriate for it.  The question is not whether or not a gift has been given.  The question is have we 
received and acknowledged the gift.   
 
Timothy had to receive God’s gift to him.  He had to surrender to the reality that God’s presence and 
power in His life coupled with the spiritual gift was greater than his personality and circumstances.  By 
acknowledging this reality he could minister with courage rather than fear.  He could minister with 
strength instead of weakness.  He could minister with confidence rather than doubt.  He could minister 
in love instead of apathy. 
 
You and I too have to surrender to the reality that God’s presence and power in our lives coupled with 
the spiritual gifts given are greater than our personalities and circumstances.  Where God guides He 
always provides.  This leads us to a third thing to understand. 

 
3.  There is a gift utilized. 
 

Timothy was instructed to fan into flame the gift of God.  Gifts are only beneficial if they are used. 
 
Illust:  Before Kara and I got married; we went to a few different stores to registry for gifts for our bridal 
shower.  We selected the normal stuff like dishes, cooking utensils, linens, and of course fine china.  
Kara picked out some beautiful and really nice china.  And many people gave us that china as a gift.  It 
was wonderful except for the fact that it was almost never used.  I think we sold it a few years ago 
because it just took up space.  The gift of china dishes was only good and beneficial if we utilized them 
in our home. 
 
The same is true of the spiritual gifts the Spirit of God has deposited in our lives.  They are only good 
and beneficial if we utilize them in our lives and ministries.  Do you know how the Spirit has gifted 
you?  How can you know?  Well, there are some spiritual inventory tests that have been created.  You 
can take one of the tests.  They will help you gain a better understanding of the area of your gifting.  But 
my experience has been that the best way to discover how God has gifted you is to simply serve.  As you 
serve the Lord, you will naturally gravitate toward the area in which He has gifted you.  God will place 
people in your path to guide and encourage you in your discovery. 
 
Most of the time the problem is not that you don’t know your gift.  The real problem begins with you not 
utilizing your gift.  You have to continue to fan the flame.  You have to continually put it to work and 
allow God’s Spirit to blow on the flame. 
 



Illust:  The Butte County fire moved from a small campfire to a raging wildfire all because of the wind.  
It was fanned into flame for seventeen straight days.  The gift of God in you can become a mighty force 
for God and good if you will fan and keep on fanning it into flame. 
 
This leads us to consider our responsibilities. 

 
Two responsibilities for the believer: 

1) Keep the fire ablaze. 
You have to make full use of the gift.  Put it to work.  Passionately exercise the gift.  There is no room 
for sluggishness or laziness in the Christian life. 
 
Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. – John 15:2 

 
Serve God and others.  Many times I have heard Christians wonder why God seems to be absent from 
their lives.  They struggle to know His will.  The reason they feel this way is not because God has 
abandoned them.  He never moved away.  They did.  They let their fire die down.  The way to stoke the 
coals and get them burning hot again is to fan into flame the gift of God. 
 

2) Maintain spiritual discipline. 
This requires the proper perspective.  Our eyes must remain on Christ as we listen to and follow the 
leadership of the Spirit.  We rest in His power.  We model His love.  And we bring ourselves under the 
control of the Spirit.  We read His Word.  We pray in His Spirit.  We serve in His power.  We abide in 
Him. 
 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me.  5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. – John 15:4-5 

 
Conclusion:  It is amazing what God can do in a person’s life that surrenders to Him.  Ted Traylor pastors 
Olive Baptist Church in Pensacola, Florida.  I heard him recently tell the story of how God sent a guy like this 
to Olive Baptist.  First, you need to know a little bit about Pastor Traylor.  He is a fair-skinned, redhead from 
Northeast Alabama.  He speaks with a strong Bama accent.  He grew up in a devout Baptist home, and he has 
lived for Christ since his early years.  God brought this man, Carlos, to Pensacola from New York.  He is Latino 
with tattoos covering most of his body.  Carlos had been a drug dealer and gang member, and he had served 
time in prison.  It was in prison where Carlos heard the gospel and was saved.  He began to share that message 
with others.  Through a set of circumstances, Carlos moved to Pensacola and joined Olive Baptist.  One day he 
approached Pastor Traylor with a desire to start a ministry to reach out and serve people in the area who were 
caught in alcoholism, drug addiction, and the sex industry. 
 
The ministry immediately began to flourish.  Carlos was able to connect with people who were where he used to 
be.  He loved them without judgment.  And they listened because of his authenticity.  Many people came to 
Christ and were discipled.  Many of them began to serve in the ministry, reaching back to help others who were 
where they used to be.  Fast-forward several years.  The effects of drug and alcohol use finally caught up with 
Carlos, and he died.  His funeral was packed with people from all walks of life.  There were former addicts, 
alcoholics, prostitutes, and gang members.  They came to honor a man who had allowed himself to be used by 
Christ.  They came because Carlos had fanned into flame the gift of God in his life.  On the surface, he might 
not have looked like much, but there was a flame in his heart.  A deposit was present, and it became a mighty 
force for the glory of God.  Christian, go fan into flame your gift from God and watch what He does with your 
life. 


