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“My Presence” 
Matthew 1 

 
Idea:  The great gift of Christmas is Jesus. 
 
Intro:  In just a little over three weeks, the one thing every kid has been thinking about for the past 
twelve months will take place.  Your children and my children will wake up earlier than any other 
normal Tuesday morning.  They will run down the stairs to see what was placed under the tree during 
the night.  They will pick through the wrapped packages, looking for the ones with their name.  They 
will laugh and giggle until they can’t take it any more.  Then, they will make their way into mom and 
dad’s bedroom.  Only on this morning, they won’t come quietly.  No, they will come with clashing 
cymbals, whistles, and air horns because it is time to open gifts. 
 
Man, I loved Christmas morning as a kid.  It was the best morning of the entire year because of two 
things: presents and family.  It is amazing how your perspective changes as you get older and especially 
once you become a parent.  I still love Christmas morning.  It is still the best morning of the year for two 
reasons: family and presents.  The morning is special to me not because I get to receive gifts with my 
family but because I get to give gifts to my family. 
 
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  As we mature in our faith as Christ-
followers, we learn the truth of these words.  There is a joy and a sense of satisfaction that comes 
through giving that far out weighs the excitement of receiving a gift.  There is nothing like it.  It is the 
joy of watching your kids or grandkids open your gift.  It is the joy of seeing a need in a person’s life 
and stepping in to meet that need.  It is the joy of giving to the mission of God through His church for 
the advancement of the Kingdom.  The gift is an investment in someone or something that you love and 
has eternal value.  As we mature in our faith and become more and more like Jesus, we become givers 
because we’re being conformed more and more into the image of Christ.   And Jesus is a giver. 
 
Since Jesus is a giver, this Christmas season, there are some gifts under the tree for you.  Jesus has a 
Christmas gift for each of us.  This month we are using The Christmas Code devotional book as the 
backdrop for our Christmas sermon series.  The devotional helps us think through the advent (coming) 
of Christ.  Why did God the Son come to us?  He came to give us Himself.  This morning I want you to 
hear what Jesus is saying.  He says, “My Christmas gift for you is my presence.” 
 



Read Matthew 1:18-25. 
 
Inquiry:  In the second half of Matthew 1 we encounter the most extraordinary miracle in the entire 
Bible, and the most remarkable mystery in the whole universe.  This miraculous mystery is described in 
eight simple verses.  Referring to this miracle, J. I. Packer said, “It is here, in the thing that happened at 
the first Christmas, that the profoundest and most unfathomable depths of Christian revelation lie.”  Our 
souls ought to be captivated with fascinating glory in the midst of a familiar story. 
In this passage we learn two significant things about the advent of Christ.  First, we learn how Jesus 
came.  Joseph was betrothed to a young lady named Mary.  In the Jewish culture they were legally 
engaged to one another.  They were bound to one another but not yet married, meaning among other 
things the union had not yet been consummated.  One day, Mary had to share some difficult news with 
her fiancée.  She had to tell him that she was pregnant.  She also had to tell Joseph that in no way had 
she been unfaithful to him.  The baby she carried was put in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Can you imagine hearing that news?  Joseph was troubled.  He loved Mary.  He cared for her.  In no 
way did he desire to harm her, even though legally there were grounds to bring charges.  He resolved to 
quietly release her from the marriage.   
 
Then, one night an angel visited Joseph in a dream and confirmed the story Mary had told him.  The 
baby she carried was from the Holy Spirit.  He was to take Mary as his wife and name the boy who 
would be born, Jesus. 
 
It is in the name to be given to the baby that we discover a second significant thing about the advent of 
Christ.  We learn why Jesus came.  His name is Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew).  The name means, “Yahweh 
is salvation” or “the Lord saves.”  The angel declares to Joseph the why of Advent.  Transcendent God 
stepped into time and space.  He came to mankind.  He came to be with us (Immanuel) for the purpose 
of saving us from our sins. 
 
With this good news of God’s Christmas gift to you as the backdrop, I want to share with you three 
truths about Christ’s presence. 
 
1.  Jesus came to you to root you into His family. 
 

Ancestry research is a big time industry with companies like ancestry.com, familytree.com, 
23andMe.com who provide services that use your DNA to connect you to people and places.  
They help tell the back-story of your life…from whom and where you came from. 
 
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is incredible.  It is the carrier of genetic information.  It is unique 
to each and every one of us, yet at the same time it connects us to others with similar DNA 
patterns.  The genetic information in our DNA reveals what proclivities we may have regarding 
disease, intellect, temperament, and everything else.  It connects us to our roots. 
 
Here in Matthew 1 we find Jesus’ earthly roots.  There are forty-seven names listed in this 
genealogy.  Many times we skip over lists like this in the Bible because the names are hard to 
pronounce or we think they are not that important.  Everything God has given us in His Word is 
important.   Therefore, genealogies are important.  In the gospels, we find two genealogies for 
Jesus.  Luke in his gospel traces the physical lineage of Jesus to Adam.  He is writing to 
emphasize Jesus as the Son of Man.  Matthew begins with Abraham and moves forward to Jesus.  
He writes to make clear that Jesus is the King coming from the line of David and the Messiah, 



the promised One from the line of Abraham.  Matthew traces the legal lineage of Jesus from 
Abraham. 
 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham…16 and Jacob 
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. – Matt 
1:1, 16 

 
The beauty of the gospel is that Jesus’ family tree doesn’t end with this genealogy.  Through 
faith in Christ we can experience the presence of God in our lives and be born again into His 
forever family.  We can be rooted into God’s family. 
 
No matter how great or how poor your earthly family may be God wants you to be part of His 
family.  That is why Jesus came.  He came to root you into His family.  Therefore, the most 
important thing is not that you know who your great and great-great grandfathers are.  The most 
important thing is that you know Jesus and are rooted in relationship with Him…that you are part 
of His forever family. 

 
2.  Jesus came to you so that you might come to Him. 
 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac…And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, - 
Matt 1:2, 6b 
 
As you carefully read through this genealogy, you notice that Jesus’ family tree has some 
interesting and even questionable characters in it.  Abraham was idolater who was called by God 
to leave His home for a place yet to be revealed.  He had to leave his family and everything that 
was familiar to him, but he also was man who lied on multiple occasions.  Judah fathered Perez 
and Zerah through incest.  Rahab was a prostitute.  Ruth spent a rather shady night at Boaz’s feet 
(Ruth 3), but more importantly she was a Moabitess, a people known for their sexual immorality.  
Finally, there is David and Bathsheba.  The king committed adultery with the wife of one of his 
most trusted commanders.  Then, he had him killed in battle to cover up the sin. 
 
The family tree of Jesus is littered with brokenness, guilt, loneliness, fear, and sin of every kind.  
It tells the story of mankind.  It pictures the separation our sin has created between God and each 
one of us.  Like the people listed here, you and I are a broken mess.  Due to our depravity, we 
have no way of coming to Him.  But God broke into our mess.  He came to you in your sin.  He 
bore that sin on the cross, offering Himself as a sinless and holy sacrifice to atone for your sin.  
He broke down the dividing wall between God and man (Eph 2:14).  Jesus came to you so that 
you might come to Him.  This gift is what Christmas is all about.  He came to you so that you 
might come to Him. 

 
3.  Jesus came to you in order to rewrite your story. 

 
5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king.  

– Matt 1:5-6 
 

I just mentioned some of the questionable characters in Jesus’ family tree.  Do you see the grace 
of God in these names?  You should see it.  But for grace how could Tamar, a woman who 
dressed as a prostituted to seduce Judah her father-in-law and thereby conceiving an illegitimate 



child, be included in God’s story?  How could Rahab the prostitute of Jericho factor into God’s 
plan of redemption?  How could Ruth a foreigner and Bathsheba both a foreigner and an 
adulterer find their way into this story?  The answer is grace. 
 
Chris Tomlin has a new song out right now called “Nobody Loves Me Like You.”  The second 
verse of the song really captures the grace of God in this passage.  Listen to this verse: 
 

Story, I could've had a really different story 
But You came down from heaven to restore me 
Forever saved my life 

 
That is what Jesus did for Abraham, Judah, Tamar, Rahab, David, and Bathsheba.  This is what 
He has done in many of you setting here today.  Jesus has rewritten your story.  Where would 
you be today if it wasn’t for Jesus?  What would your life be like if you had not met Jesus? 
 
Illust:  John Bradford was a 16th century protestant English pastor who was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London by Queen Mary I (Bloody Mary).  He and several other Protestants were 
locked up for refusing to acknowledge the authority of the Pope and for being insurrectionists.  
One day while there, legend has it, Bradford looked down and saw a criminal being led to 
execution.  Simultaneously feeling compassion for the criminal and relief that he was better off, 
Bradford allegedly uttered the famous quotation “There, but for the grace of God, goes John 
Bradford.” 

 
But for the grace of God in your life, how different would your life be today?  What would your 
story be without Christ?  How has He worked to restore you?  How has He been putting the 
broken pieces of your life back together?  Jesus came to you to rewrite your story. 

 
Conclusion:  Christmas is a beautiful time of the year.  The lights, decorations, and celebrations make it 
a most wonderful time of the year.  They also make it a difficult time of the year for many people.  The 
month of December holds more grief than any other.  In the midst of all the tinsel and carols, loneliness 
haunts so many.  More suicides are attempted in this month than any other.  Perhaps, you are one of 
those who feel lonely this Christmas season.  For some of you this will be the first Christmas without 
mom, dad, grandma, or a close friend.  Christmas dinner will never be the same.  This morning, take 
comfort in Christ.  The Bible tells us that in Jesus, God has come to be with you.  He understands your 
grief.  Behind the lives of all the men and women in Matthew’s genealogy there is grief and pain, but 
they made it.  By God’s grace so will you.  Jesus offers you the gift of His presence. 
 
Do you have a checkered and sinful past?  There is grace and the gift of God’s presence in your life.  He 
has come to you so that you might come to Him.  Will you come today?  Will you receive Jesus into 
your life? 


